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State Legislature 
The CT State Legislature opened the 2018 session on February 7th.  The closing date 
was 5/9/18. Any bills that were not called are considered “dead”. A bi-partisan budget 
passed before the close of session.  Also, for any of the bills passed at the end of the 
session that were vetoed by the Governor, we are waiting to see if a special session 
is called to consider veto override.  

To read more about the bills that passed, you may go to www.cga.ct.gov.  

Bills of interest:  
S.B. 188, “An Act Establishing the State Oversight Council on Children and Families.” 
This would establish a State Oversight Council in place of the State Advisory Council on 
the Department of Children and Families, and require the State Oversight Council on 
Children and Families to report annually to the joint standing committee of the General 
Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to appropriations and children.  

This bill passed in the Senate on 5/4/18 with an Amendment, and passed the House on 
5/9 as amended. It was then sent to the Governor on 5/29/18 to be signed and the 
Governor vetoed this bill on 6/13/18.  We will follow this to see if the Legislature will 
attempt an override of the veto. 

H.B. 5190, “An Act Extending the Reporting Deadline of the Task Force to Study 
Voluntary Admission to the Department of Children and Families.” Public Act No. 17-6 
from the last legislative session established a task force to study voluntary admission to 
the Department of Children and Families, but the extended budget negotiations of the 
legislature prevented the timely appointments of members of the Task Force, and hence 
no meetings have occurred as yet. This bill allows the Task Force to meet and make 
recommendations to the next legislative session.  

This bill passed the House on 5/7/18 and it passed the Senate on 5/9/18 and was signed 
by the Governor on 6/14/18.  This is now Public Act No. 18-13. 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/


H.B. 5041, “An Act Concerning the Recommendations of the Juvenile Justice Policy and 
Oversight Committee and Concerning the Transfer of Juvenile Services from the 
Department of Children and Families to the Court Support Services Division of the 
Judicial Branch,” included all the recommendations of the Juvenile Justice Oversight 
Council and this bill did pass and was signed by the Governor on 6/1/18.  It is now 
Public Act No. 18-31. 

A state budget was passed on the last day of the session, avoiding a special session 
this year.  

 
Federal Government 
The TANF block grant has lost about one third of its value due to inflation since 1996. 
The work mandate is easing a bit for TANF recipients, but the funds will be distributed 
differently. TANF expires at the end of this fiscal year, in September, and it has not had 
a full reauthorization since 2006.   

 


