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State Legislature 

The CT State Legislature for the 2018 session for potential bills have been filed and 
referred to committees. Hearings on the bills have been held. In this short session, all bills 
are presented by committees rather than individual sponsors. Due to CT budget issues, 
bills with any fiscal note will unlikely go forward.  

To read more about these proposed bills, you may go to www.cga.ct.gov.  

Bills of interest:  

S.B. 188, “An Act Establishing the State Oversight Council on Children and Families.” 

This would establish a State Oversight Council in place of the State Advisory Council on 

Children and Families, and require the State Oversight Council on Children and Families 

to report annually to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having 

cognizance of matters relating to appropriations and children.  

This bill was heard before the committee on Children on 2/27/18 and was voted out of 

committee with a Joint Favorable vote on 3/15/18. This bill is now on the Senate 

Calendar #76, File 92.   

S.B. 189, “An Act Concerning Children’s Programs.” This would direct the Commissioner 

of the Department of Children and Families to evaluate the efficacy of programs affecting 

children throughout the state.  

This bill had a public hearing before the Children’s Committee on 2/27/18. The Committee 

voted to send the bill forward as Joint Favorable. It is now on the Senate Calendar #108, 

File 133. 

H.B. 5189, “An Act Concerning Children’s Safety.” This bill would direct the Commissioner 

of the Department of Children and Families to study policy and procedural issues within 

the Department in order to increase the safety of children. 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/


This bill had a public hearing on 2/27/18 before the Children’s Committee. The committee 

voted to send the bill forward on 3/15/18 as Joint Favorable. It was on the House 

Calendar #71, File 57, but was referred to the Judiciary Committee who voted it out 

favorably on 4/11/18.  It is now tabled for the House Calendar.  

H.B. 5190, “An Act Extending the Reporting Deadline of the Task Force to Study 

Voluntary Admission to the Department of Children and Families.” Public Act 17-6 from 

the last legislative session established a task force to study voluntary admission to the 

Department of Children and Families, but the extended budget negotiations of the 

legislature prevented the timely appointments of members of the Task Force, and hence 

no meetings have occurred as yet. This bill allows the Task Force to meet and make 

recommendations to the next legislative session.  

This bill was heard before the Committee on Children on 2/27/18. The Committee voted 

Joint Favorable to move the bill forward on 3/15/18. The bill is now on the House 

Calendar #39, File 11.   

H.B. 5212 “An Act Concerning a Grandparent’s Right to visitation with His or Her 

Grandchild.”  This bill would allow a grandparent the right of visitation with his or her 

grandchild upon demonstrating to the court that clear and convincing circumstances 

support the granting of such visitation.  

This bill was heard before the Judiciary Committee on 3/9/18. The committee voted it 

Joint Favorable on 4/2/18 and it is now on the House Calendar #372, File 560.  

H.B. 5408, “An Act Concerning Access to Original Birth Records for Adult Adopted 

Persons.”  This bill would open access to Original birth certificates for those adoptees 

who were adopted prior to October 1, 1983.  CAFAF has formally supported this bill. 

It was heard before Judiciary Committee on 3/9/18. The Committee voted Joint 

Favorable on 4/4/18.  It was on the House Calendar #385, File 584, but has been 

referred to Appropriations Committee.  

 

H.B.5564, “An Act Concerning the Closure of the CT Juvenile Training School.” This 

would require the Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families, in 

consultation with the director of the Juvenile and Family Services Division of the Judicial 

Branch, to jointly submit a plan relating to the closure of the CT Juvenile Training School 

to the General Assembly.  

This bill was referred to the Judiciary Committee, and a hearing was held on 3/26/18. 

The committee has not yet voted on this bill.  

. 

Public Hearings 

There are no scheduled Hearings at this time. 



Federal Congress  

President Trump signed the Federal Budget on March 22nd. This establishes a final 

FY2018 budget that will be in effect until September 2018.  

The Budget director is recommending rescissions to the FY2018 budget of up to $60 

billion. Congress has up to 45 days to act once the rescissions are proposed.  

Due to upcoming summer breaks in Congress, and the fall election, it is unlikely that major 

legislation will occur soon.   

 

   


