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State Legislature 

The CT State Legislature opened the 2018 session on February 7th.  Most of the potential 
bills have been filed and referred to committees. Hearings on the bills are being held. The 
committees will then meet to vote on the bills to decide which bills move forward. In this 
short session, all bills are presented by committees rather than individual sponsors. Due 
to CT budget issues, bills with any fiscal note will unlikely go forward.  

To read more about these proposed bills, you may go to www.cga.ct.gov.  

Bills of interest:  

S.B. 188, “An Act Establishing the State Oversight Council on Children and Families.” 

This would establish a State Oversight Council in place of the State Advisory Council on 

Children and Families, and require the State Oversight Council on Children and Families 

to report annually to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having 

cognizance of matters relating to appropriations and children.  

This bill was heard before the committee on Children on 2/27/18 and was voted out of 

committee with a Joint Favorable vote on 3/15/18. This bill is now on the Senate 

Calendar #76, file 92.   

S.B. 189, “An Act Concerning Children’s Programs.” This would direct the Commissioner 

of the Department of Children and Families to evaluate the efficacy of programs affecting 

children throughout the state.  

This bill had a public hearing before the Children’s Committee on 2/27/18. The Committee 

voted to send the bill forward as Joint Favorable. It is now on the Senate Calendar #108, 

File 133. 

S.B. 191, “An Act Concerning Children in the Temporary Custody of the Department of 

Children and Families,” This would require the Commissioner of the Department of 

Children and Families to return a child removed from his or her home to such home, if 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/


within ninety-six hours of such removal, the Superior Court does not issue an order 

vesting the child’s temporary care and custody in a suitable person or agency.  

This bill was heard in a public hearing on 2/27/18. It was not on the agenda for the next 

committee meeting and has not had a vote. If there is no vote, the bill will not move 

forward. 

S.B. 192, “An Act Concerning Children’s Health.” This would direct the commissioners of 

the Departments of Children and Families and Health to establish a program to evaluate 

the health of children throughout the state.  

This bill was heard before the Children’s Committee on 2/27/18. There has been no vote 

on this bill yet. If they do not vote on this bill, it will not move forward.  

H.B.5187, “An Act Concerning the Department of Children and Families.”  This bill would 

direct the Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families to study policy and 

procedural issues within the Department in order to increase the effectiveness of services 

provided to the children within the Department’s care and custody.  

The Children’s Committee held a public hearing on 2/27/18. No vote has been taken 

since the hearing. If there is no vote, the bill does not move forward.  

H.B. 5189, “An Act Concerning Children’s Safety.” This bill would direct the Commissioner 

of the Department of Children and Families to study policy and procedural issues within 

the Department in order to increase the safety of children. 

This bill had a public hearing on 2/27/18 before the Children’s Committee. The committee 

voted to send the bill forward on 3/15/18 as Joint Favorable. It is now on the House 

calendar #71, File57. 

H.B. 5190, “An Act Extending the Reporting Deadline of the Task Force to Study 

Voluntary Admission to the Department of Children and Families.” Public Act 17-6 from 

the last legislative session established a task force to study voluntary admission to the 

Department of Children and Families, but the extended budget negotiations of the 

legislature prevented the timely appointments of members of the Task Force, and hence 

no meetings have occurred as yet. This bill allows the Task Force to meet and make 

recommendations to the next legislative session.  

This bill was heard before the Committee on Children on 2/27/18. The Committee voted 

Joint Favorable to move the bill forward on 3/15/18. The bill is now on the House 

calendar #39, File 11.   

H.B. 5212 “An Act Concerning a Grandparent’s Right to visitation with His or Her 

Grandchild.”  This bill would allow a grandparent the right of visitation with his or her 

grandchild upon demonstrating to the court that clear and convincing circumstances 

support the granting of such visitation.  



This bill was heard before the Judiciary Committee on 3/9/18. The committee voted it 

Joint Favorable on 4/2/18 and it is now in the Legislative Commissioner’s Office to 

prepare for the House calendar.  

H.B. 5408, “An Act Concerning Access to Original Birth Records for Adult Adopted 

Persons.”  This bill would open access to Original birth certificates for those adoptees 

who were adopted prior to October 1, 1983.  CAFAF has formally supported this bill. 

It was heard before Judiciary Committee on 3/9/18. The Committee vote is scheduled 

for 4/4/18. 

A new bill introduced last week is: 

H.B.5564, “An Act Concerning the Closure of the CT Juvenile Training School.” This 

would require the Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families, in 

consultation with the director of the Juvenile and Family Services Division of the Judicial 

Branch, to jointly submit a plan relating to the closure of the CT Juvenile Training School 

to the General Assembly.  

This bill was referred to the Judiciary Committee, and a hearing was held on 3/26/18. 

The committee has not yet voted on this bill.  

. 

Public Hearings 

There are no scheduled Hearings at this time. 

 

Federal Congress  

The Federal Budget was extended by another Continuing Resolution, which expired on 

March 23rd. Congress passed funding on March 22nd to prevent the government shut 

down. President Trump signed the bill on March 22nd. This establishes a final FY2018 

budget that will be in effect until September 2018.  

Highlights of the new budget: 

Increased funding for the Family First Prevention Services Act.  This act was part of 

the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 and provides funding upfront for mental health and 

substance abuse services to strengthen families. An additional $20 million was 

designated for regional partnership grants to fund community collaborations among 

substance abuse treatment, courts, and child welfare agencies to improve the lives of 

children and families affected by opioids and other substance use disorders.  

As more parents struggle with opioid addiction and other substance use disorders, more 

grandparents and relatives are taking primary responsibility for the care of their children. 

This budget adds $20 million to assist States and Indian tribes to develop and enhance 

the Kinship Navigator Program.   The new funding also is provided to comply with new 



changes in requirements as part of the Family First Prevention Services Act, which begin 

in 2020.  

The Adoption and Legal Guardianship Incentive Payment Program rewards states 

for ensuring that children and teenagers in foster care find permanent, loving families or 

guardians, with states using funds to provide post-adoption services.  

Opioid Specific Funding: 3.6Billion 

 Increase of $60 Million for child abuse prevention and treatment programs  

 Increase of $40 million for mental health and substance use prevention and 

treatment for children and families in foster care and the child welfare system. 

 Child Specific: $100 million to the Administration of Children and Families. 

Juvenile Justice also had a bump in funding. There is a $22 million increase in funding 

for youth impacted by opioids through the Title V and Youth Mentoring programs. The 

mentoring for youth involved in justice and foster care systems received a $15 million 

increase. There is also an increase of $21 million to Child Advocacy Centers and multi-

disciplinary teams’ child abuse and neglect work. An increase of $4 million will support 

the Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA).  

Symantec Corporation, a cyber-security company, is launching a new initiative: Fostering 

a Secure Tomorrow (FAST). The goal is to help protect youth in foster care while also 

helping those whose identity has been stolen to restore their identities with the support of 

Norton and Life Lock services. This is funded by the Department of Justice Office of 

Victims of Crimes. The Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act of 2014 

requires states to pull the credit of eligible youth between the ages of 14-17. 

 

   


