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State Legislature 
The CT State Legislature opened the 2018 session on February 7th.  All potential 
bills are now being filed and referred to committees. In this short session, all bills 
are presented by committees rather than individual sponsors. Due to CT budget 
issues, bills with any fiscal note will unlikely go forward.  Committee deadlines for 
the bills was February 21-23. 
 
To read more about these proposed bills, you may go to www.cga.ct.gov.  
 

Bills of interest:  
Some of the bills introduced are: 

S.B. 188, “An Act Establishing the State Oversight Council on Children and 
Families.” 
This would establish a State Oversight Council in place of the State Advisory 
Council on Children and Families, and require the State Oversight Council on 
Children and Families to report annually to the joint standing committee of the 
General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to appropriations and 
children. This has been referred to the Committee on Children. 

S.B.189, “An Act Concerning Children’s Programs.” This would direct the 
Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families to evaluate the efficacy 
of programs affecting children throughout the state. This has been referred to the 
Committee on Children. 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/


S.B. 191, “An Act Concerning Children in the Temporary Custody of the 
Department of Children and Families.” This would require the Commissioner of 
the Department of Children and Families to return a child removed from his or 
her home to such home, if within ninety-six hours of such removal, the Superior 
Court does not issue an order vesting the child’s temporary care and custody in a 
suitable person or agency. This has been referred to the Committee on Children.  

 S.B.192, “An Act Concerning Children’s Health.” This would direct the 
commissioners of the Departments of Children and Families and Public Health to 
establish a program to evaluate the health of children throughout the state. This 
has been referred to the Committee on Children.  

H.B.5187, “An Act Concerning the Department of Children and Families.”  This bill 
would direct the Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families to 
study policy and procedural issues within the Department in order to increase the 
effectiveness of services provided to the children within the Department’s care 
and custody.  This bill is referred to the Committee on Children.  

H.B.5189, “An Act Concerning Children’s Safety.” This bill would direct the 
Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families to study policy and 
procedural issues within the Department in order to increase the safety of 
children. This bill is referred to the Committee on Children.   

H.B. 5190, “An Act Extending the Reporting Deadline of the Task Force to Study 
Voluntary Admission to the Department of Children and Families.” Public Act 17-6 
from the last legislative session established a task force to study voluntary 
admission to the Department of Children and Families. The extended budget 
negotiations of the legislature prevented the timely appointments of members of 
the Task Force, and hence no meetings have occurred as yet. This bill allows the 
Task Force to meet and make recommendations to the next legislative session. 
This bill is referred to the Committee on Children.    

H.B. 5212, “An Act Concerning a Grandparent’s Right to Visitation with His or Her 
Grandchild.”  This bill would allow a grandparent the right of visitation with his or 
her grandchild upon demonstrating to the court that clear and convincing 
circumstances support the granting of such visitation. This has been referred to 
the Judiciary Committee.  



H.B. 5408, “An Act Concerning Access to Birth Records for Adult Adopted 
Persons.” This bill would open access to Original birth certificates for those 
adoptees who were adopted prior to October 1, 1983. It has been raised by the 
Judiciary Committee.  CAFAF has formally supported this bill. 

 

Public Hearings 
A public hearing was held by the Committee on Children on Tuesday, 2/27/18 to 
hear the following bills: 

S.B, 188 “An Act Establishing the State Oversight Council on Children and 
Families.” 

S.B. 189, “An Act Concerning Children’s Programs.” 

S.B. 191, “An Act Concerning Children in the Temporary Custody of the 
Department of Children and Families.” 

S.B. 192, “An Act Concerning Children’s Health.”  

H.B.5187, “An Act Concerning the Department of Children and Families”.   

H.B. 5189, “An Act Concerning Children’s Safety.” 

H.B. 5190, “An Act Extending the Reporting Deadline of the Task Force to Study 
Voluntary Admission to the Department of Children and Families.” 

The Committee on Children will now meet to discuss and vote on these bills.  

 

A public hearing was held on March 9th with the Judiciary Committee to hear the 
following bills:  

H.B. 5212, “An Act Concerning a Grandparent’s right to Visitation with His or Her 
Grandchild.” 

H.B. 5408, “An Act Concerning Access to Original Birth Records by Adult Adopted 
Persons.” 

These bills are described above. The Judiciary Committee will meet at a later date 
to discuss and vote on the bills to move forward or not.  



Federal Congress  
The Federal Budget has been extended by another Continuing Resolution, which 
will expire March 23rd.  The actual budget for this fiscal year has not yet passed. 

The CHIP (Children’s Health Insurance Plan) funding expired on 9/30/17. CHIP was 
a bipartisan program created under the Clinton administration to extend funding 
to children, combined with Medicaid. The Chip Program was extended for ten 
years in the last CR.  

Congress has previously funded most children’s services and human services 
through Block Grants. In the actual proposed budget, the Administration would 
cut out a number of human service programs such as the Social Services Block 
Grant which funds much of child welfare.  The budget recommends cuts to 
Medicaid and Medicare to help close the deficit caused by the recent tax changes. 

In the recent Continuing Resolution, a form of the Family First Prevention Services 
Act was included. This act puts more emphasis on preventive services to keep 
children in their homes and out of foster care. This act de-links the funds of Title 
IV-E of the Social Security Act from AFDC guidelines; currently, only children in 
foster care or adoptive families could benefit from the child welfare funding, and 
now the funds can be used for “time-limited” (12 months) services aimed at 
preventing the use of foster care in maltreatment cases. These funds could be 
used to support birth parents as well as guardians and adoptive families who 
would disrupt without these services.  States “elect” to participate and must 
present a system for choosing, implementing and evaluating the time-limited 
services.  

 


