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State Legislature 

The CT State Legislature opened the 2017 session on January 4th.  All potential bills 
have now been filed and referred to committees. Most committee deadlines to act 
on bills have passed.  

To read more about these proposed bills, you may go to www.cga.ct.gov.  

The session will end on June 7th. Bills that do not pass both houses by June 7th will 
not become law.  

 

Bills of interest:  

There are three bills we have been following that have not passed in the House or 

Senate. If they do not pass by the end of the session, they will die.   They are: 

S.B. 397, “An Act Establishing an Independent Department of Children and Families 

Ombudsman.” This bill was referred to the Appropriations Committee on 5/3/17. 

S.B. 769, “An Act Concerning Concussions and Youth Athletics Conducted on Public 

Athletic Fields.” This bill was referred to the Appropriations Committee on 

5/17/17.  

S.B. 977, “An Act Concerning Access to Their Original Birth Certificates by Adult 

Adopted Persons”  

The following bills have had activity recently:  

http://www.cga.ct.gov/


S.B. 894, “An Act to Establish a Child Welfare Oversight Council,” was presented at 
the Children’s Committee meeting on March 7, 2017.  A concern about the actual 
membership of the Council was made but the bill was approved to move to the 
floor of the Senate.  The bill passed the Senate with Amendment on 5/18/17. It is 
now on the House Calendar #534. 

H.B. 6099, “An Act Establishing a Child Care Facility Neighbor Relations Task Force.” 
This bill passed the House on 5/17/17 and is on the Senate calendar477.   

H.B. 7111, “An Act Concerning the Restraint, Seclusion and Placing in Time out of 
Students by School Employees.” The House referred this bill to the Education 
Committee where language was changed. It went through the Legislative 
Commissioner’s Office again and is now House calendar #505.   

H.B.7121, “An Act Concerning Revisions to the State’s Safe Haven Laws”. This bill 
passed the House on 4/19/17 and it passed the Senate on 5/23/17. It is Public Act 
#17-18 after being signed by the Governor on 5/30/17.  

H.B. 7244 “An Act Concerning a Grandparent’s Right to Visitation with his/her 
Grandchild.” This would need to pass both houses before June 7th. It is on the 
House Calendar #458, File 702.  

H.B. 7309 “An Act Concerning Human Trafficking.” This bill passed the House with 
Amendment on 5/17/17. It passed the Senate with Amendment on 5/25/17. It is 
now Public Act #17-32 after the Governor’s signature on 6/1/17.   

 

Three House bills have passed the House and are now on the Senate calendar:  

H.B. 6297, “An Act Concerning Voluntary Placement in the Custody of the 
Department of Children and Families.” This is now Senate calendar #529.  

HB. 7112, “An Act Concerning Children’s Advocacy Centers.” This bill is now Senate 
calendar #342, File 631.  

H.B. 7154, “An Act Concerning a Students’ Right to Privacy in their Personal Mobile 
Electronic Devices”. This bill is now Senate calendar #478, File 780.   

 

Federal Congress  



The Adoption Tax Credit may be eliminated. It is presently part of the Obama 

health care bill that is being challenged. Families are urged to contact their 

legislators in Congress to tell their personal stories of how this tax enabled you to 

adopt.  

On Thursday, May 11th, the Senate Judiciary passed S.B. 534, “Protecting Young 

Victims from Sexual Abuse Act.”  This would require mandated reporting of child 

abuse by amateur athletic governing bodies. This legislation is a result of reports of 

sexual abuse of some past members of the USA Olympic Gymnastics teams. A 

similar House bill, H.R. 1973, was introduced a week later. This bill has a different 

standard of reporting and weaker protections.  

The future of the Families First Prevention Services Act remains unclear. The House 

bill #5456 was reintroduced this Congress as a placeholder bill as the Senate bill 

#1964 is introduced and the House waits to see what the Senate can agree to. This 

bill is to strengthen families by providing evidence-based prevention services to 

keep children out of foster care and reduce inappropriate group home placements.   

The Home Visiting Coalition is urging Congress to act quickly to reauthorize the 

Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting program for a period of five 

years with a doubling of funding to $800 million annually. Otherwise, funding 

expires on 9/30/17. 

The Congressional Budget Office released their scoring of American Health Care 

Act on May 24th.  The score showed that 23 million Americans would lose health 

insurance, which is a higher number than the previous health care version.  The 

Senate is studying the report while trying to create their version of the Health Care 

Bill. 

The Child Welfare League of America has joined other state, national and local 

organizations in concerns for children in any changes to Immigration Law, Policy or 

Procedure. Their highlighted concerns are: “We are deeply concerned with the 

impact such enforcement actions would have on the mental and physical health of 

children. One study found that nearly 30 percent of children with one or more 

undocumented parent reported being afraid nearly all or most of the time, and 

three-quarters of undocumented persons reported their children were 

experiencing symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder. The trauma of losing a 

parent to immigration enforcement actions has proven to have severe 



consequences to the child’s well-being. Research shows that a child is more likely 

to experience long-term behavioral changes when they witness their parent’s 

apprehension, an occurrence that is much more common when local police are 

engaged in immigration enforcement activities.” 


