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2017 Legislative Session – State of Connecticut 

THE REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSION CONVENED JANUARY 4TH AND ADJOURNED JUNE 7TH 

The State is still without a budget for the Fiscal Year 2017-18.  We will continue to 
report on the upcoming special session and the fiscal impact, if any, to services. 

Bills of interest:  

S.B. 397, “An Act Establishing an Independent Department of Children and Families 

Ombudsman.” To establish an Independent Office of the Department of Children 

and Families Ombudsman. This bill did not pass this session. 

S.B. 977, “An Act Concerning Access to Their Original Birth Certificates by Adult 

Adopted Persons.” It would have allow adult adoptees to access an uncertified copy 

of their original birth certificate if adopted prior to October 1, 1983.  It was debated 

in the Senate on June 2nd and was “Pass Retained” which means they stopped 

discussion but it maintained its place on the Senate calendar.  It was not recalled 

before the end of the session.  This bill did not pass. 

S.B. 894, “An Act to Establish a Child Welfare Oversight Council,” Would have 
established an State Oversight Council on Children and Families in place of the State 
Advisory Council on Children and Families, and require the State Oversight Council 
on Children and Families to report annually to the joint standing committee of the 
General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to children. The Senate 
passed the bill with an amendment on 5/18/17.  It went to the House calendar but 
was not called before the end of the session so it did not pass. 

H.B. 7111, “An Act Concerning the Restraint, Seclusion and Placing in Time out of 
Students by School Employees.” To (1) clarify the definition of physical restraint, (2) 
define time out, and (3) require local and regional boards of education to (A) 
establish policies regarding the use of time out, (B) provide certain additional 
training to school professionals, paraprofessional staff members and administrators 



regarding the physical restraint and seclusion of students, and (C) maintain a list of 
crisis intervention team members at each school. The House referred this bill to the 
Education Committee where language was changed. The session ended with the bill 
on the House calendar but it was not called for a vote so it did not pass.   

H.B.7121, “An Act Concerning Revisions to the State’s Safe Haven Law.” This requires 
hospitals to designate a place in their emergency rooms where a parent or a parent’s 
legal agent can surrender an infant up to 30 days old without facing arrest for 
abandonment.  Among its changes, the act: 

(1) requires the Department of Children and Families to identify a prospective 
adoptive parent for a safe haven infant within one business day of receiving notice 
of the infant’s surrender to the hospital if such a parent is available; 

(2) specifies circumstances in which the DCF Commissioner may require DNA tests 
to determine the infant’s parentage and otherwise requires the department to get 
a court order for such testing; 

(3) limits the circumstances in which DCF may remove a safe haven infant from a 
prospective adoptive parent’s home if the infant has been in his or her care for at 
least 30 days and allows the prospective adoptive parent to request a hearing before 
the removal; 

(4) clarifies the information a hospital employee may disclose about a safe haven 
surrender if he or she believes the infant was abused or neglected; and 

(5) prohibits DCF from disclosing information about the parents of a safe haven 
infant to a prospective adoptive parent or foster parent without a court order unless 
otherwise required by law.  

Passed by the Senate on 5/23/17 and signed into law, Public Act 17-18. 

H.B. 7244 “An Act Concerning a Grandparent’s Right to Visitation with his/her 

Grandchild.” Would have allowed a grandparent the right of visitation with a minor 

child upon demonstrating to the court that clear and convincing circumstances 

support the granting of such visitation.  This passed the House on 6/5/17 and was 

on the Senate calendar but did not pass this session. 

H.B. 7309 “An Act Concerning Human Trafficking.” To add the Commissioner of 
Education to the Trafficking in Persons Council, combat human trafficking through 
increased penalties, training and awareness and examine the federal Executive 
Order 13627 Strengthening Protections against Trafficking in Persons in Federal 
Contracts for the purpose of implementing similar provisions for this state. This bill 
passed the Senate unanimously and has been signed into Public Act 17-32. 



H.B. 6297, “An Act Concerning Voluntary Placement in the Custody of the Department 
of Children and Families.” To prohibit the Commissioner of Children and Families 
from requesting or requiring that the parent or guardian of a child or youth admitted 
to the department on a voluntary basis terminate such parent or guardian's parental 
rights or transfer legal custody of the child or youth to the department.  This bill was 
passed by the Senate on the Consent Calendar on 6/2/17. It is now Public Act 17-6.  

 

Federal Congress  

Congress works in two-year legislative sessions tied to the elections. The current session 

is called the 115th Congress and it began on Jan 3, 2017. All bills not enacted by the end 

of the session on Jan 3, 2019 die, and Congress will start over. 

The Adoption Tax Credit may be eliminated. It is presently part of the Obama health 

care bill that is being challenged. Families are urged to contact their legislators in 

Congress to tell their personal stories of how this tax enabled you to adopt.  

The future of the Families First Prevention Services Act remains unclear. The House 
bill #5456 was reintroduced this Congress as a placeholder bill.  This bill amends 
part E (Foster Care and Adoption Assistance) of title IV of the Social 
Security Act (SSAct) regarding, among other matters: (1) mental health 
and substance abuse prevention and treatment services and in-home parenting 
skill-based programs, (2) foster care maintenance payments for children with 
parents in a licensed residential family-based treatment facility for substance 
abuse, and (3) payments for evidence-based kinship navigator programs. We will 
continue to monitor any progress on this bill. 

Part B of title IV (Child and Family Services) of the SSAct is amended regarding, 
among other matters: (1) time limits for family reunification services for children in 
foster care or returning home, (2) grants for the development of an electronic 
interstate case-processing system to expedite the interstate placement 
of children in foster care or guardianship or for adoption, and (3) targeted grants 
to increase the well-being of children affected by substance abuse. 

The Home Visiting Coalition is urging Congress to act quickly to reauthorize the 

Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting program for a period of five 

years with a doubling of funding to $800 million annually. Otherwise, funding 

expires on 9/30/17. 



The Congressional Budget Office released their scoring of American Health Care Act 

on May 24th.  The score showed that more Americans would lose health insurance 

and subsidies/tax credits would be lower which would eliminate many families.  

The Senate is studying the report while trying to create their version of the Health 

Care Bill. 


