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State Legislature 
The CT State Legislature opened the 2017 session on January 4th.  All potential bills 
have now been filed and referred to committees. Most committee deadlines to act 
on bills have passed.  

To read these proposed bills, you may go to www.cga.ct.gov.  

Bills of interest:  
S.B. 894, “An Act to Establish a Child Welfare Oversight Council,” was presented at 
the Children’s Committee meeting on March 7, 2017.  A concern about the actual 
membership of the Council was made but the bill was approved to move to the 
floor of the Senate.  It is now on the Senate Calendar #108. The Senate Majority 
Leader decides which bills on the calendar will be called for a vote, sent to a 
committee or put on Consent Calendar for a vote with no discussion.      

S.B. 556, “An Act Concerning Access to Original Birth Certificates by Adult 
Adoptees,” is no longer active.  One of the sponsors raised the bill in the Planning 
and Development Committee under a place-holder bill, SB 977. A hearing was held 
on 3/22/17. The Planning and Development committee met on 3/24/17 and 
changed the wording of the bill to Access to Original Birth Certificates and voted it 
Joint Favorable to the Senate. It is now in the Legislative Commissioner’s Office to 
be checked before going on the Senate calendar. The Senate Majority Leader 
decides which bills on the calendar will be called for a vote, sent to a committee or 
placed on the Consent Calendar for a vote with no discussion.  

S.B. 769, “An Act Concerning Concussions and Youth Athletics Conducted on Public 
Athletic Fields,” was voted upon at the Children’s Committee meeting on March 
7th. There were some concerns raised about liability issues, but it was voted to the 
floor of the House. The bill was referred to the Legislative Research Office for 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/


research and fiscal analysis. It is now on the Senate calendar #105. The Senate 
majority Leader decides which bills on the calendar will be called for a vote, sent to 
a committee or placed on the Consent Calendar for a vote with no discussion.  

S.B. 397, “An Act Establishing an Independent Department of Children and Families 
Ombudsman,” was reviewed at the Children’s Committee hearing on 2/7/17. The 
Committee voted on 2/14/17 to raise the bill. The bill is now on the Senate 
Calendar #83. The Senate Majority Leader decides which bills on the calendar will 
be called for a vote, sent to a committee or placed on the Consent Calendar for a 
vote with no discussion. 

SB 977, “An Act Concerning Access to Original Birth Records by Adopted Adult 
Persons,” started in the Planning and Development Committee as “An Act 
Concerning Municipal Land Use.” A hearing was held on 3/22/17 where the 
sponsor, Senator Casano, explained that the placeholder bill would become the 
Access to Original Birth Records by Adopted Adult Persons if voted out of 
committee. The Planning and Development Committee voted to send the bill to 
the Senate on 3/24/17. After review by the Legislative Commissioner, it would go 
to the Senate calendar.  

H.B. 6099, was renamed “An Act Establishing a Child Care Facility Neighbor 
Relations Task Force,” and was discussed at the Children’s Committee hearing on 
2/7/17. The Children’s Committee voted on 2/14/17 to raise the bill and they 
changed the language to a Task Force. The bill is now on the House Calendar #81. 
The Majority Leader in the House and the Speaker decide which bills will be called 
for a vote, to go to a committee or go on a Consent Calendar for vote without 
discussion.  

H.B. 6297, “An Act Concerning Voluntary Placement in the Custody of the 
Department of Children and Families,” was also included in the Children’s 
Committee meeting on March 7th. The substitute language to establish a Task 
Force to further study the issue was accepted by the advocates of the bill. The 
Children’s Committee voted the bill forward with the substitute language. It is now 
on the House Calendar #114. The Majority Leader in the House and the Speaker 
decide which bills will be called for a vote, to go to a committee or go on a Consent 
Calendar for vote without discussion.  

 H.B. 7059, “An Act Concerning Immunization Education” would affirm that any 
parent who receives an exemption to immunizations for their children receive 
education about immunizations through the Department of Public Health. This bill 



was referred to the Children’s Committee where a hearing was held on 3/21/17. It 
has not yet been voted by the committee.  

H.B. 7111, “An Act Concerning the Restraint, Seclusion and Placing in Time out of 
Students by School Employees.” This bill clarifies the definition of restraint and 
time out. It also requires local school boards to establish policies for using time 
out. It provides for training for school professionals, para-professionals and 
administrators. This bill was voted Joint Favorable to move to the floor of the 
House at the March 7th meeting of the Children’s Committee. The House referred 
the bill to the Education Committee. It is now on the House calendar #127.  The 
Majority Leader in the House and the Speaker decide which bills will be called for a 
vote, to go to a committee or go on a Consent Calendar for vote without 
discussion.  

H.B. 7112, “An Act Concerning Children’s Advocacy Centers.” This bill defines a 
children’s advocacy center and permits the centers to assist multi-disciplinary 
teams to investigate child abuse and neglect and trafficking. The Children’s 
Committee voted to send this bill with a Joint Favorable response to the floor of 
the House at their March 7th meeting. It is now House calendar #127. The Majority 
Leader in the House and the Speaker decide which bills will be called for a vote, to 
go to a committee or go on a Consent Calendar for vote without discussion.  

H.B.7121, “An Act Concerning Revisions to the State’s Safe Haven Laws” would 
strengthen protections for individuals caring for infants who are considered to be 
in the custody of the Department of Children and Families. This bill was referred to 
the Human Services Committee. The public hearing was held on March 2nd. The 
Human Services Committee voted on March 16th to send the bill to the House 
Floor JFS (joint approval with substitute language). The language that changed as a 
result of the hearing was that the Commissioner may only request genetic testing 
of the infant if the birthparent or the lawful agent of the parent requests 
reunification within thirty days. This bill is now on the House calendar #128. The 
Majority Leader in the House and the Speaker decide which bills will be called for a 
vote, to go to a committee or go on a Consent Calendar for vote without 
discussion.  

 

Public Hearings 
A Public Hearing was held on 3/21/17 concerning HB 7059, “An Act Concerning 
Immunization Education” in the Children’s Committee, and on 3/22/17, SB 977, 



“An Act Concerning Access to Original Birth Records by Adopted Adult Persons” 
was heard in the Planning and Development Committee. The Children’s Committee 
has not yet voted on HB 7059, but the Planning and Development Committee has 
voted for SB 977 to move forward.  

Federal Congress  
The next federal budget could make changes to the Social Services Block Grants 
which could affect many of the services for children in the individual states.  The 
increases projected in Defense spending will cause decreases in other discretionary 
spending, which includes these grants.  President Trump has presented his budget, 
but it will be some time before it will be voted in Congress.   

We will continue to monitor federal discussion on Block Grants. 

The Repeal and Replacement of the Affordable Care Act was presented in Congress 
March 7th. It passed through committees in preparation for a vote in the House. 
The Congressional Business Office issued its “scorecard” on Monday, March 13th.  
The “scorecard” showed that the bill would reduce government spending, but 
would most likely eliminate 24 million people from health insurance by 2020.  
Senator Chris Murphy has proposed an amendment to ensure that the parity of 
mental health services to physical health services is maintained in the new health 
bill. There was dissent among Republicans since the more conservative groups 
want more cuts, and others want changes. Without the necessary votes, the vote 
was postponed from 3/26/17 to 3/27/17. The ACA bill was pulled with no vote on 
3/27/17. Obamacare will remain the law of the land for now.  

The Senate Judiciary Committee has held a hearing on juvenile justice issues and 
may present a bill on Juvenile Justice Prevention in this session. 


