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State Legislature 
The CT State Legislature opened the 2017 session on January 4th.  All potential bills 
have now been filed and referred to committees. 

To read these proposed bills, you may go to www.cga.ct.gov.  

 

New bills of interest:  
Proposed bill S.B.637 and H.B.6517“An Act Establishing a Child Welfare Oversight 
Council.” The Senate bill has been referred to the Children’s Committee; the House 
bill has been referred to the Appropriations Committee. This would establish an 
oversight council to oversee Child Welfare.  

Proposed bill S.B. 691 “An Act Prohibiting the In-School Suspension or Expulsion of 
a Child Seven Years or Younger” and a similar bill, S.B.706, “An Act Concerning the 
Appropriate use of Restraint and Seclusion on Students” have both been referred 
to the Education Committee. These would assure that appropriate discipline is 
administered based on the age of the child and on the age of reason.  

Proposed bill H.B. 6526 “An Act Concerning a Pilot Program in New Haven for a 
‘Second Chance’ Model High School.” This bill has been referred to the Education 
Committee. This proposal would provide former juvenile justice offenders with 
support and services while completing their high school degrees.  

http://www.cga.ct.gov/


Proposed bill HB 6720, “An Act Concerning Rear-Facing Child Restraint Systems for 
Children Transported in Motor Vehicles” was referred to the Transportation 
Committee. This would require that any child under two years of age use a rear-
facing child restraint system unless the child weighs more than forty pounds. A 
similar bill, HB6956, “An Act Concerning the Use of Child Restraint Systems” would 
expand the existing statute requiring child restraint systems in motor vehicles. This 
also was referred to the Transportation Committee.  

Proposed bill, HB 6743, “An Act Concerning the Department of Children and 
Families, Towns, and Reimbursement for the Cost of Educating Nonresident 
Students.”  This bill is referred to the Committee on Children. This bill will require 
DCF to reimburse towns for the costs of educating nonresident children who are 
placed in their towns.  

Proposed bill, HB 6800, “An Act Concerning the Inclusion of Instruction about the 
Safe Havens Act in the Public School Curriculum.” This has been referred to the 
Education Committee.  The curriculum would be added at the high school level.  

Proposed bill, HB 6832, “An Act Concerning Incarcerated Parent’s Access to a 
Student’s Educational Records.” This has been referred to the Education 
Committee. This bill would allow incarcerated parents to have access to their 
child’s school records.  

Proposed bill, HB6297, “An Act Concerning Voluntary Placement in the Custody of 
the Department of Children and Families and Parental Rights” has been referred to 
the Committee on Children. This bill will protect parental rights when a child is 
voluntarily placed in out-of-home care for the purposes of obtaining treatment for 
a mental health issue or developmental disability. Three more bills have been 
presented with similar purpose: HB 6892, HB 6893 and HB 6894.  HB 6892, “An Act 
Concerning Families with Specialized Needs” would better serve families with a 
new petition process.    HB 6893, “An Act Concerning a Shared Custody 
Arrangement between the State and Parent of a Child with Special Needs” will 
establish a temporary shared custody arrangement between the State and the 
parent while the child receives services.  And HB 6894, “An Act Concerning the 
Care and Custody of a Child with Special Needs” would ensure that the parents of a 
child with specialized needs are allowed to retain custody of such child while 
obtaining the services the child needs. All three of these bills have been referred to 
the Judiciary Committee.  



Four bills to allow adult adopted persons to access their original birth certificates 
are being proposed for this legislative session. SB 556 and HB 6490, “An Act 
Concerning Adult Adopted Person’s Access to an Uncertified Copy of His or Her 
Original Birth Certificate” is the title of both bills and they had been referred to the 
Committee on Public Health. Two House bills with this same title, HB 6299 and 
HB6524, were referred to the Children’s Committee. All four bills have now been 
referred to the Public Health Committee. All of these bills would amend the Public 
Act 14-133 which became effective in July 2015 giving access to original birth 
certificates to adult adopted persons adopted after October 1, 1983. The new bills 
will include access to birth certificates to adult adopted persons over age eighteen 
no matter when they were adopted.  

 

Public Hearings 
A hearing was held on January 23rd on S.R. No.8 and H.R.No.9, Resolutions from 
the House and Senate regarding approval of the Settlement Agreement in Juan F., 
ET AL. V. Dannel Malloy, ET AL before the Appropriations Committee. The 
Committee raised many questions, and members voted in party caucus.  It was 
then rejected on by both parties in the House and Senate.  On February 1, 2017, 
the entire House and Senate soundly rejected the measures.   

The Children’s Committee will hold a public hearing on February 7th to review bills 
and the Human Services Committee will also hold a Public Hearing on February 7th 
to review bills.  

 

Federal Congress  
Prior to the inauguration, the new Congress had voted on a budget reconciliation 
bill that included the repeal of the Affordable Care Act. The budget bill can pass 
with a simple majority of 50 votes while a separate repeal bill would need 2/3 
votes. The House has promised to pass it, but the Senate is more reluctant to 
repeal the Affordable Care Act.  

Most work in Congress has concentrated on committee meetings to confirm the 
Cabinet nominations of the new administration.  



The President has issued several Executive Orders, including a ban on immigrants 
from certain countries. There have been reactions to the orders from other 
countries as well as from Americans.  

The Health and Human Services Nominee has proposed block grants to states for 
Medicaid and Social Services. There is concern for this as states will need to cover 
any inflationary costs as the grants will most likely stay flat. The President has 
promised not to touch Medicare or Medicaid but the Congressional Republicans 
are pressing to change entitlement programs.   

 
 


