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State Legislature 
The CT State Legislature opened the 2017 session on January 4th.  

The first few weeks, legislators consider concepts that may be raised as bills. All 
potential bills must be submitted by February 1st. The bills are assigned a number 
and are sent to the appropriate committee, which decides if they will consider a 
hearing or if they will deny the bill. A bill may pass through several committees 
before coming to the floor for a vote.  

To read these proposed bills, you may go to www.cga.ct.gov.  

 

New bills of interest:  
Proposed bill H.B. 5127 “An Act Concerning a Foster Care Stipend for Grandparents 
Awarded Custody of Grandchildren.” This has been referred to the Human Services 
Committee. This proposal would provide a stipend similar to payment received by 
foster parents to grandparents who have custody of their grandchildren.  

 

Proposed bill H.B.5224 “An Act Concerning an Investigation of Policies Regarding 
Termination of Parental Rights and Parental Neglect.” This has been referred to the 
Children’s Committee. This proposal is to determine the efficacy of policies 
concerning the Termination of Parent Rights, and the determination of parental 
neglect.  

 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/


Proposed bill H.B. 5274 “An Act Establishing a Task Force to Study Expanding the 
Rights of Adoptive Parents.” This has been referred to the Judiciary Committee. 
This proposal would create a task force to study granting additional rights to 
adoptive parents. 

 

Proposed bill H.B. 5379 “An Act Concerning Mental, Emotional and Behavioral 
Health Services for Children.”  This has been referred to the Public Health 
Committee. This proposal would require the Commissioner of Public Health to 
develop an early intervention program to identify children in need of or currently 
receiving mental, emotional, or behavioral health services in order to improve 
upon the provision of such services to children.  

 

Proposed bill H.B. 5470 “An Act Concerning Security Freezes on Minor Children’s 
Credit Reports.”  This has been referred to the Banking Committee. The proposal 
would amend the present statute to allow a parent/guardian to place a freeze on a 
minor child’s credit report and require that the credit agencies waive fees 
associated with such a freeze. The guardian for children in DCF custody would be 
DCF.  

 

Proposed bill H.B. 5476 and H.B. 5484 both entitled “An Act Concerning the 
Provision of Alternative Educational Opportunities for Expelled Students.”  Both of 
these bills have been referred to the Education Committee. These proposals would 
retain municipal control over alternative education opportunities for expelled 
students and the amount of instructional time that school districts are required to 
provide to students who have been expelled.      

 

Proposed bill H.B. 5479 “An Act Concerning the Professional Development and In-
Service Training Requirement Relating to the Restraint and Seclusion of Students.” 
This bill has been referred to the Education Committee. This proposal would 
require only those educators who may have to perform restraints/seclusions of a 
student to complete training related to such restraints/seclusions.  

 



A bill to allow adult adopted persons to access their original birth certificates is 
being proposed for this legislative session but has not yet been assigned a number. 
This bill will amend the Public Act 14-133 which became effective in July 2015 
giving access to original birth certificates to adult adopted persons adopted after 
October 1, 1983. The new bill will include access to birth certificates to adult 
adopted persons over age eighteen no matter when they were adopted.  

 

Public Hearings 
The Appropriations Committee will hold a public hearing followed by a committee 
meeting on Monday, January 23, 2017 at 10:00 am in Room 2E of the LOB. 

Subject Matter:  Juan F. Settlement 

S.R. No 8 Resolution Approving the Settlement Agreement in Juan F., et al. v 
Dannel Malloy, et al. 

H.R. No. 9 Resolution Approving the Settlement Agreement in Juan F., et al. v 
Dannel Malloy, et al. 

 

 

Federal Congress  
Prior to the inauguration, the new Congress has voted on a budget reconciliation 
bill that includes the repeal of the Affordable Care Act. The budget bill can pass 
with a simple majority of 50 votes (and there are 52 Republican Senators), while a 
separate repeal bill would need 2/3 votes. The House has promised to pass it, but 
the Senate is more reluctant to repeal the Act without any replacement.  

 


