
  

 

 

 

 

C O M M U N I Q U É 

Winter 2020 

HAPPY WINTER 
The Board of Directors and staff at the Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive  

Families would like to wish you and your family a happy and healthy winter!  

 
Are you an experienced  

Foster Parent? 
 

Are you an experienced  
Relative Foster Parent? 

 

When you were newly  
Licensed, do you remember all the  

questions you had when your first foster 
child came into your home? 

 

Do you remember wondering what  
resources were  

available to you? 
 

Do you remember thinking, “If only I had 
another foster parent to talk to who has 

shared the same  
experience?” 

 

If you remember all of these times, then you 
might enjoy being a buddy! 

 
Call Wendy Sander,  

Peer Network Coordinator at  
1-800-861-8838  

Or email wendy.sander@cafafct.org 

Are you interested in being a  
Foster Parent?  

An Adoptive Parent?  
Want to know how you could  

become a Kinship Family? 
Call 1.888.KID-HERO  
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Support newly licensed families! 
BE A BUDDY 

Training and stipend provided 

mailto:wendy.sander@cafafct.org?subject=Become%20a%20Buddy%20
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From the Desk of the Executive Director 

 
What a year it has been!  Connecticut’s fos-
ter families continue to do a remarkable job 
parenting children through the ups and 
downs of life during this pandemic.  CAFAF 
has and will continue to support, train, ad-
vocate for, recruit and retain (STARR) foster 
and adoptive families throughout Connecti-
cut even while masked and socially distanc-
ing.  Virtual support groups and virtual post
-licensing education are taking place and 
CAFAF is sharing invitations to free online 
presentations by national child welfare or-
ganizations, including the National Foster 
Parent Association (NFPA) and Child Wel-
fare League of America (CWLA).  Both or-
ganizations have really opened their educa-
tional offerings at no cost.   

 
CAFAF also continues to receive donated items from both na-

tional retailers, regional businesses, community groups and individuals 
and safely delivers requested items to families.  The generosity of these 
donors is extraordinary! 

 
 As some of you know, CAFAF held its 25th annual conference 
virtually on October 23rd and 24th.  We want to especially thank David 
and Brian from Weblight Media for their technical assistance and our 
terrific keynote presenters from Sun Scholars.  And special thanks from 
me to the CAFAF staff and board members.  
 
        Sadly, we have made the tough decision to cancel our Avenue of 
Dreams event again for 2021.   
 
  Please keep up the good work of wearing masks, washing 
hands and maintaining social distances.  Bundle up against the cold 
and be mindful to stay healthy and support one another.    
   

                Margaret Doherty 

                 Executive Director 

 

 

 

Board of Directors 

Communiqué is published in both 
English and Spanish language four 
times a year by the Connecticut Al-
liance of Foster and Adoptive Fami-
lies, Inc. CAFAF is a non-profit or-
ganization devoted to the strength-
ening of foster, adoptive and rela-
tive care families through support, 
training, and advocacy with the aim 
of nurturing child safety, well being 
and stability in partnership with 
child welfare professionals and the 
community. 

The Alliance would like to thank 
the Connecticut Department of  
Children and Families for the  
funding we receive. 

 
Garrett (Gary) Gizowski 

President 
 

Cathy  Gentile-Doyle 
Vice President 

 
Mike Burns 

Secretary/Treasurer 
 

Amy Kennedy 
Director 

 
Jeff Cheney 

Director  
 

Latisha Brown 
Director 
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Social Distanced Holiday 

 

 

1) Tube down a snowy mountainside at Powder Ridge.  

2) Interested in trying your hand at ice climbing? Check out Ascent Climbing and Ragged 

Mountain Guides.  

3) Check out ski jumping at Jumpfest 2021. 

4) Discover the best snowmobiling spots in Connecticut.  

5) Interested in learning to ice fish? The Connecticut Aquatic Resources Education Program is 

currently offering FREE online learn to Ice Fish Zoom Classes.  

6) Visit Black Rock State Park in Watertown. The main hiking trail – the Connecticut Forest 

and Park Association’s blue-blazed Mattatuck Trail – is approximately a half-mile from an 

iron bridge at the northern end of the pond.   

7) Visit Sunnybrook State Park in Torrington. 

8) Take a winter hike through Scantic River State Park. 

9) And, if you feel like taking a quick drive out of Connecticut, head to  

New Hampshire to visit the socially distant New Hampshire Ice Castles spectacle.  

10)  Visit the Fantasy of Lights in New Haven. This display features over 60 animated displays 

and over 100,000 lights.  

11)  Magic of Lights at the Toyota Oakdale Theater. Lasting through January 2nd, 2021, this is a      

mile long display using the latest in LED technology.   

12)   Visit the ever popular Christmas Village in Torrington and meet Santa and Mrs. Claus.  

13)  Explore Winterfest and the Tunnel of Lights at the Connecticut Trolley Museum.  

https://powderridgepark.com/
https://www.ascentclimbing.net/
https://raggedmountainguides.com/mt-washington-climbs/
https://raggedmountainguides.com/mt-washington-climbs/
https://www.ctvisit.com/events/91st-annual-jumpfest-winter-festival-eastern-states-ski-jumping-championship
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/State-Parks/Recreation-Information/Snowmobiling---CT-State-Parks-and-Forests
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Fishing/CARE/COVID-19-Updates-CARE-Program
https://www.ctvisit.com/listings/scantic-river-state-park
https://icecastles.com/
https://www.goodwillsne.org/fantasyoflights/
https://magicoflights.com/events/wallingford/
https://torringtonct.myrec.com/info/facilities/details.aspx?FacilityID=14725
https://www.ct-trolley.org/events/winterfest-and-the-tunnel-of-lights/
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2021 Avenue of Dreams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click to view the above video. 

Click here to view the above video. 

Unfortunately, due to the ongoing pandemic, the Connecticut Alliance of Foster 

and Adoptive Families has decided to make the difficult decision of cancelling the 

2021 Avenue of Dreams giveaway. We hope to see everyone in 2022.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Y7ER8dXudQ&t=16s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Y7ER8dXudQ&t=16s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b-qN6LUhPXY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b-qN6LUhPXY


Communique Winter 2020: A quarterly publication of the Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive Families, Inc.             Page 5 

Avenue of Dreams Donations 
While 2020 did not happen the way anyone thought,  and we have had to cancel the 2021 Avenue of Dreams, we are still very much 

appreciative of all the organizations who have donated and continue to support CAFAF during these trying times.  

Although the 2021 event will not be taking place, we are still accepting Avenue of Dreams donations on a limited basis.  

Primarily seeking new shoes, plus size dresses and new body products and accessories.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELEN AINSON 

Special thanks to Kathy Faber Designs for her generous  

donations and ongoing support to Avenue of Dreams.  

Thanks to Julie Allen 

Bridals for their generous 

donations of gowns to 

the 2021 Avenue of 

Dreams giveaway.  

Special thanks to Jordan’s Furniture for donating $250.00 towards the 

2020 Avenue of Dreams giveaway and their continued support.  

Special thanks to My Very Own Blanket for 

their generous  

donation of  

blankets to foster families.  

Thanks to the Community Health Network for 

their continued support and holding a holiday toy 

drive for the Connecticut Alliance of Foster and 

Adoptive  

Families.  

https://cafafct.org/avenue-of-dreams/
https://alittlesomethingwhite.com/
http://theweddingdressllc.com/
https://www.helenainson.com/
https://bellabridesmaids.com/
http://kathyfaber.com/
http://kathyfaber.com/
https://www.julieallenbridals.com/
https://www.julieallenbridals.com/
https://www.julieallenbridals.com/
https://www.atianasboutique.com/
https://www.theweddingembassy.com/
https://www.jordans.com/shop/promotions/smart-motion
https://www.jordans.com/shop/promotions/smart-motion
https://cafafct.org/avenue-of-dreams/
https://www.myveryownblanket.org/
https://www.myveryownblanket.org/
https://www.chnct.org/
https://www.chnct.org/
https://www.dynamiteboutique.com/
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DONATIONS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to Walmart for their  

continued support of foster families.  

Special thanks to 3-D Bail Bonds for holding a toy 

drive for CAFAF families during these trying times.  

Do you need to get tested for COVID? Here is a list of all the 

free testing facilities across the state? Click below to obtain the 

list:  

COVID-19 Free Testing Sites List 

Check for Exposure? Download the 

COVID Alert CT  

System straight to your phone.  

Thanks to Together We Rise for their donation of Sweet Cases to 

the Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive Families.  

CAFAF was selected by Ford to receive PPE for foster and 

adoptive families. 

https://www.walmart.com/
https://www.walmart.com/
https://3dbailbonds.com/bail-bond-forms/
https://www.211ct.org/search?terms=COVID-19%20Diagnostic%20Tests&page=1&location=06105&taxonomy_code=11048&service_area=hartford&tp=8504
https://www.fox61.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/covid-alert-ct-exposure-notification-app-launched/520-36cd6ae5-cbea-4803-a0e7-f51e2475d44a
https://portal.ct.gov/coronavirus/covidalertCT/homepage
https://www.togetherwerise.org/team-building/sweet-cases/
https://www.togetherwerise.org/team-building/sweet-cases/
https://www.amazon.com/
https://www.brookdale.com/en/plp/brand-lp1.html?utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=bing&utm_campaign=national-brand-core-em&utm_content=&utm_term=brookdale&cid=evergreen-corp&_vsrefdom=ppcnational-national-brand-core-em-b&regid=national&los=all&gclid=d7ce9966af3917
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For the past 12 years MTWN FASU has partnered with the 
Clinton Fire Dept for a breakfast with Santa. 

 

This year it was a drive by and THANK YOU to Kathleen 
and Brian for being out there to be sure that the packages 
were delivered safely. 

 

Soaked to the skin doesn't describe the days weather! 


