
  

 

 

 

C O M M U N I Q U É  

Winter 2020 

HAPPY WINTER 
The Board of Directors and staff at the Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive  
Families would like to wish you and your family a happy and healthy winter!  

 
Are you an experienced  
Foster Parent? 

 

Are you an experienced  
Relative Foster Parent? 

 

When you were newly  
Licensed, do you remember all the  

questions you had when your first foster 
child came into your home? 

 

Do you remember wondering what  
resources were  
available to you? 

 

Do you remember thinking, ñIf only I had 
another foster parent to talk to who has 

shared the same  
experience?ò 

 

If you remember all of these times, then you 
might enjoy being a buddy! 

 
Call Wendy Sander,  

Peer Network Coordinator at  
1-800-861-8838  

Or email wendy.sander@cafafct.org 

Are you interested in being a  
Foster Parent?  

An Adoptive Parent?  
Want to know how you could  
become a Kinship Family? 
Call 1.888.KID-HERO  
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Support newly licensed families! 
BE A BUDDY 

Training and stipend provided 

mailto:wendy.sander@cafafct.org?subject=Become%20a%20Buddy%20
https://cafafct.org/
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&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ $ÅÓË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ 

Winter is here!    

 As we ñgo to pressò we are experiencing yet an-
other day of school closures.   Winter has begun!  And fast 

approaching are the holidays!  Toy drives are on and we 
are working swiftly to identify gifts for all children in DCF 

care.   

 CAFAF is thrilled to report we were named the 
first recipient of Child Welfare League of Americaôs 
(CWLA) ñPromoting Leaders for the Future Awardò in  

November.  See the picture on page 7.  CWLA will be  
honoring the work of CAFAF as it celebrates its 100th  
birthday at its annual conference in March in Washington, 

DC, while CAFAF will be celebrating its 25 birthday!  Thank 
you CWLA for this honor and recognition!   

CAFAF conducted a very well-received one-day  

symposium in November that we called ñMini Law School 

for Foster and Adoptive Families and Relative Caregivers.ò  

DCF provided great information on the legal obligations of 

DCF and the courts in balancing the constitution rights of 

biological parents and those of their children.  We also had great sessions on Open and 

Closed adoptions, transfers of guardianship, the roles and expectations of court appointed 

attorneys and guardian ad litems for children, the role and expectations of foster and  

adoptive families while involved with DCF, the legal requirement of the state in defending 

foster parents in civil litigation and the special educational protections in law as well as the 

changing role of the DCF Ombudsmanôs office.  Did you know that the Connecticut  

Department of Education appoints an educational ñsurrogate parentò when a child is in DCFôs 

custody?  Attorney Jeffrey L. Forte encouraged foster parents to work closely with any 

ñeducational surrogate parentò appointed to foster children.   

We continue our work funded through our new technology grant from the Office of 

Policy and Management on additional online post-licensing training and a training app.     

  

 SAVE THE DATE: Avenue of Dreams 2020: 3/14/2020 at Trumbull Marriott  

 SAVE THE DATE: CAFAFôs Annual Conference: 5/1/20 & 5/2/20 Omni Hotel 

  

Have a safe and fun winter.  Stay warm and dry!   

 Margaret Doherty 

 Executive Director 
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Communiqu® is published in 
both English and Spanish  
language four times a year by the 
Connecticut Alliance of  
Foster and Adoptive Families, 
Inc. CAFAF is a non-profit  
organization devoted to the 
strengthening of foster,  
adoptive and relative care  
families through support,  
training, and advocacy with the 
aim of nurturing child  
safety, well being and stability in 
partnership with child  
welfare professionals and the  
community. 

The Alliance would like to thank 
the Connecticut Department of  
Children and Families for the  
funding we receive. 
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CAFAF FALL EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A family having a great time at the new  

Urban Air Adventure Park in Orange, CT.  

Special thanks to the Mattatuck Museum for  

donating 50 tickets to the Connecticut Alliance of 

Foster and Adoptive Families in honor of National 

Foster Adoption Month.  

Special thanks to the CT Hartford  

Rugby team for holding a fundraiser for CAFAF.  They 

collected $250.00 in monetary donations for the  

Childrenôs Hope Fund and pieces of luggage! 

Special thanks to Lauren of Lauren and Co. for donating her  

services to CAFAF and offering free washes and blow outs on  

November 10, 2019.  For free washes and blowouts, keep an eye 

on your e-mail and on the CAFAF Facebook page. Next date  is 

tentatively scheduled for February 9, 2020.  

Special thanks to everyone who attended the  

November Symposium on November 8th and 9th for 

the Mini Law School Training. It was a  

resounding success.  

https://www.urbanairtrampolinepark.com/locations/connecticut/orange
https://www.mattmuseum.org/
https://www.mattmuseum.org/
http://hartfordwanderers.org/
http://hartfordwanderers.org/
https://www.laurenandcosalon.com/
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CAFAF FALL EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAFAF region 2 was honored to be a part of the Alexander Jamieson, Skate Park dedication in Milford. The 

Jamieson family is a long time foster and adoptive family. The dedication was amazing, inspiring, uplifting and 

an important milestone in the healing process for the Jamieson family.  

Region 2 is grateful to have the support of both 

Trinity Church, Seymour CT and Research  

Engagement Services, Stamford CT, through the 

charity of their Giving Tree's this holiday season.  

Through the  SeaQuest Cares program,  foster youth are  

provided free admission to the Trumbull SeaQuest.  

Contact: Suzanne Ponelli, Program Coordinator 

Phone: 203-258-2961 

E-mail:  suzanne.ponelli@visitseaquest.com 

Big Y is offering 10% discount to currently 

licensed foster families on the LAST  

MONDAY OF EACH MONTH!  

Contact Jacqueline Ford to enroll at  

jacqueline.ford@ct.gov.  

**Must have an active Big Y  Savings Card to 

qualify  

https://www.trinityseymourct.org/
https://trumbull.visitseaquest.com/
https://visitseaquest.com/seaquest-cares/
https://www.bigy.com/
https://www.bigy.com/
https://www.bigy.com/
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UPCOMING CAFAF EVENTS 

Keep an eye out for Avenue of Dreams registration. 

Registration will open in late January/early February.  

WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ABOUT AVENUE OF DREAMS  

ñIt was a lot of fun. ò- Lauryn Alisa Photography 

ñMy daughter had so much fun yesterday at the Avenue of Dreams. I would like to help out next year in some way.ò -Mom 

of attendee 

ñé.I just wanted to thank you again for her gorgeous dress & accessories! She truly looks like a princess. Your Avenue of 

Dreams helped make this magical night possible for her and with all my heart, I wanted to thank you for providing these 

beautiful things to her.ò -mom of attendee 

Special Thanks to the following shops that have recently donated to the 

2020 Avenue of Dreams.  

We are still looking for hairstylists, barbers and makeup artists for the 2020 event. If 

you or someone you know is interested, please reach out to  

Catherine.davis@cafafct.org.  

http://lucillesbridalshop.com/
http://blissbridalct.com/
https://bellabridesmaids.com/pages/bella-bridesmaids-west-hartford
https://www.atianasboutique.com/
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EVENTS/DONATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to  3-D Bail Bonds 

for their generous donation of toys 

and clothing and more this holiday  

season. It was greatly appreciated.  

Special thanks to Spring Glen  

Elementary School in Hamden for 

their generous donation of toys 

and bags and toiletries for kids in 

care. 

Special thanks to the Community Health  

Network for their continued support of the  

Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive  

Families, and their generous donation of toys this  

holiday season. If you are still in need of toys for your youth, please reach out 

to  

Catherine.davis@cafafct.org or call  

860-258-3400 to pick up toys at the office for the  

holidays.  

Special thank you to LuAnnôs Bakery for their generous 

donation of duffel bags this holiday season. 

https://3dbailbonds.com/
https://www.hamden.org/springglen
https://www.hamden.org/springglen
https://www.chnct.org/
https://www.chnct.org/

