
  

 

 

 

 

C O M M U N I Q U É  

Spring 2022 

HAPPY SPRING 
The Board of Directors and staff at the Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive  
Families would like to wish you and your family a happy and healthy Spring!  

 
Are you an experienced  
Foster Parent? 

 

Are you an experienced  
Relative Foster Parent? 

 

When you were newly  
Licensed, do you remember all the  

questions you had when your first foster 
child came into your home? 

 

Do you remember wondering what  
resources were  
available to you? 

 

Do you remember thinking, ñIf only I had 
another foster parent to talk to who has 

shared the same  
experience?ò 

 

If you remember all of these times, then you 
might enjoy being a Buddy! 

 
Call Wendy Sander,  

Peer Network Coordinator at  
1-800-861-8838  

Or email wendy.sander@cafafct.org 

Are you interested in being a  
Foster Parent?  

An Adoptive Parent?  
Want to know how you could  
become a Kinship Family? 
Call 1.888.KID-HERO  
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Support newly licensed families! 
BE A BUDDY 

Training and stipend provided 

mailto:wendy.sander@cafafct.org?subject=Become%20a%20Buddy%20
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&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ $ÅÓË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ 

{ǇǊƛƴƎ нлнн   

 {ǇǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜΗ  !ƴŘ !ǾŜƴǳŜ ƻŦ 5ǊŜŀƳǎ 

Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊƛƻǳǎΦ  .ȅ   

ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ƻǳǊ Lb-t9w{hb !ǾŜƴǳŜ ƻŦ 

5ǊŜŀƳǎ ǇǊƻƳ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƅƻǿƴ ōȅΗ  

tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ {ǳƳƳŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜΗ   

 ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǝƭƭ 

ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ǘǿƻ-Řŀȅ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

aȅǎǝŎ aŀǊǊƛƻǧ ƻƴ aŀȅ с ς тΣ нлннΦ  aƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻ ǘƻ 

ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜǎΦ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ  

hǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǎƻƻƴΗΗΦ   

!ƭǎƻ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎƻƻƴΥ Cǳƴ CŀƳƛƭȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΥ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǘŀȅ 

ǘǳƴŜŘΥ  ¸ŀǊŘ DƻŀǘǎΣ bŜǿ IŀǾŜƴ {ȅƳǇƘƻƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǳǝƴƎǎΦ   

 !ǎ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǿ ƪƴƻǿΣ 5/C ƛǎ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘǎ CŀƳƛƭȅ CƛǊǎǘ tǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ 

{ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ !Ŏǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ  aƻǊŜ    

ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ   

 !ƴŘ ŀƊŜǊ он ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ 5/CΣ 5/C ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 5/C 

όŎƭŀǎǎ-ŀŎǝƻƴ ƭŀǿǎǳƛǘύ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ 5/C ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

ŎŀǎŜ ŜƴǝǊŜƭȅ ƻǾŜǊΦ   

 ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ       

/ƻƴƴŜŎǝŎǳǘ ±ƻƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ     

/ŀǇƛǘƻƭ 5ŀȅΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ   

 /!C!C ǎǘŀũ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ 

tŀǊŜƴǝƴƎ LƴƛǝŀǝǾŜ όάvtLέύ ǘƘŀǘ 5/C ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǝƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ  

vtL ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ     

ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ 

ǿƻǊƪǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǝƴƎ 5/C ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴǎƘƛǇ bŀǾƛƎŀǘƻǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜǎ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ όŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭΣ ƭŜƎŀƭΣ     

ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭΣ ŜǘŎΦύΦ   

 9ƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƎƴƛŬπ

ŎŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΗ                              aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ 5ƻƘŜǊǘȅ  

                 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Board of Directors 

Communiqu® is published in 
both English and Spanish  
language four times a year by the 
Connecticut Alliance of  
Foster and Adoptive Families, 
Inc. CAFAF is a non-profit  
organization devoted to the 
strengthening of foster,  
adoptive and relative care  
families through support,  
training, and advocacy with the 
aim of nurturing child  
safety, well being and stability in 
partnership with child  
welfare professionals and the  

The Alliance would like to thank 
the Connecticut Department of  
Children and Families for the  
funding we receive. 

Amy Kennedy 
President 

 
Cathy  Gentile-Doyle 
Vice President 

 
Mike Burns 

Secretary/Treasurer 
 

Jeffery Cheney 
Treasurer 

 
Latisha Douglas  
Director  

 
Preston Oliver 
Director 

 
Joseph Montalvo 
Director  
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

 

wŜƎƛƻƴ м ƎŀǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŎǳǇŎŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǿƴƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƻƴ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǊŜΦ wŜƎƛƻƴ м ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 

ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ όǎύΣ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǊŜΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 ²Ŝǎǘ IŀǾŜƴ tƻƭƛŎŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŀ 
ōǊŀƴŘ-ƴŜǿ ƘƛƎƘ-ŎƘŀƛǊΣ ŎŀǊ ǎŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǿƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
/!C!C ŦƻǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΗ tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛǎ {ƎǘΦ 
.ǳǘǳǊƭŀ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ IŀǾŜƴ /!C!C [ƛŀƛǎƻƴΣ        
{ŀƳŀƴǘƘŀ IŜƭǘƪŜΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳΣ ²Ŝǎǘ IŀǾŜƴ 
tƻƭƛŎŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΗ 
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In the Community  

 

{Ƙŀǳƴ bŀǇƻƭƛǘŀƴƻ ƻŦ /¢ IƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ wƻƻŬƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ ǘƻȅ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƻǇǝǾŜ ŎƘƛƭπ

ŘǊŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŘǊƻǇ ƻũ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ IŀǊǜƻǊŘ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ 

ǎƘƻǊǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǝƳŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƻȅǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ {Ƙŀǳƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŬŀƴŎŞŜ 5ŀƴŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōŜƴŜŬǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǎŜ 

ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴǎΦ   

 

 

 

bŀǘŀƭŜŜ wŀƳƛǊŜȊ ƻǿƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ [ƛǾŜŦǳƭ [ƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ [[/ ƛǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  bŀǘŀƭŜŜ 

ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 5ŀȅ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ άŦŜƭǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǘƻȅ ǎǘƻǊŜέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 

ǘǊŜŜΦ  {ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ ǘƻȅ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴ ǳƴŦƻǊƎŜǧŀōƭŜ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΦ  

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ bŀǘŀƭŜŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΦ   
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Birthday In a Box  
 

 

 

 .ŀǊōŀǊŀ /ǊŀƴŘŜƭƭΣ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƛƴ .ǊƻƻƪŬŜƭŘΣ /¢ 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ /!C!C ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘŀƴŘƳŀŘŜ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ 

ƎƛƊǎΦ 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǳũŜŘ ōŜŀǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀƴŘƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ǾŀǊƛŜǎ ŀƎŜǎ 

ǿƘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  
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CT Home and Remodeling Show  
 

 

/!C!C ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƻƻǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ тпǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝŎǳǘ IƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ wŜƳƻŘŜƭƛƴƎ {Ƙƻǿ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ IƻƳŜ 

.ǳƛƭŘŜǊǎ ϧ wŜƳƻŘŜƭƛƴƎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝŎǳǘΦ hǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ Ŝƴƭƛǎǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 

ǿƘƛƭŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƻƴ /!C!CΦ  

¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝŎǳǘ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ aŀǊŎƘ п-сΣ нлннΦ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÑÕÅ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ άΪάά ȡ ! ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÌÙ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÃÕÔ !ÌÌÉÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ &ÏÓÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ !ÄÏÐÔÉÖÅ &ÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȟ )ÎÃȢ             0ÁÇÅ α 

100 Weeks of Zoom 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÑÕÅ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ άΪάάȡ ! ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÌÙ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÃÕÔ !ÌÌÉÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ &ÏÓÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ !ÄÏÐÔÉÖÅ &ÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȟ )ÎÃȢ             0ÁÇÅ β 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

bƻǿ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ .ƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǊŜǳƴƛŬŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŀǿŀǊŘǎΗ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ  YǊȅǎǘŀƭΦƘŜǊƴŀƴŘŜȊϪŎŀŦŀŦŎǘΦƻǊƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ 



#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÑÕÅ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ άΪάάȡ ! ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÌÙ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÃÕÔ !ÌÌÉÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ &ÏÓÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ !ÄÏÐÔÉÖÅ &ÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȟ )ÎÃȢ             0ÁÇÅ γ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here to read more  

Rising Out of Recession  

https://ctvoices.org/publication/rising-out-of-recession-how-connecticut-can-support-young-adults-transitioning-out-of-the-child-welfare-system-in-challenging-economic-times/


#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÑÕÅ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ άΪάάȡ ! ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÌÙ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÃÕÔ !ÌÌÉÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ &ÏÓÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ !ÄÏÐÔÉÖÅ &ÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȟ )ÎÃȢ             0ÁÇÅ ΫΪ 

 All-Star College Scholarship  
 

 

/ƭƛŎƪ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.umpscare.com/scholarship/all-star-college-scholarship/


#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÑÕÅ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ άΪάάȡ ! ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÌÙ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÃÕÔ !ÌÌÉÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ &ÏÓÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ !ÄÏÐÔÉÖÅ &ÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȟ )ÎÃȢ             0ÁÇÅ ΫΫ 

Channel 3 Kids Camp 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


