
  

 

 

 

 

C O M M U N I Q U É  

Spring 2021 

HAPPY SPRING 
The Board of Directors and staff at the Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive  
Families would like to wish you and your family a happy and healthy spring!  

 
Are you an experienced  
Foster Parent? 

 

Are you an experienced  
Relative Foster Parent? 

 

When you were newly  
Licensed, do you remember all the  

questions you had when your first foster 
child came into your home? 

 

Do you remember wondering what  
resources were  
available to you? 

 

Do you remember thinking, ñIf only I had 
another foster parent to talk to who has 

shared the same  
experience?ò 

 

If you remember all of these times, then you 
might enjoy being a buddy! 

 
Call Wendy Sander,  

Peer Network Coordinator at  
1-800-861-8838  

Or email wendy.sander@cafafct.org 

Are you interested in being a  
Foster Parent?  

An Adoptive Parent?  
Want to know how you could  
become a Kinship Family? 
Call 1.888.KID-HERO  
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Support newly licensed families! 
BE A BUDDY 

Training and stipend provided 

mailto:wendy.sander@cafafct.org?subject=Become%20a%20Buddy%20
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Spring 2021   

As this edition ñgoes to pressò we are right at the  

one-year mark of CAFAF and many others working  

remotely and trying to stay safe.  What a year it has been!   

Connecticutôs foster and adoptive families continue to 
do a remarkable job parenting children through the ups and 
downs of life and the pandemic.  We canôt thank you and cele-
brate you enough! 

And throughout the ups and downs of trying to hold onto some 

normalcy, CAFAF staff and our families statewide are assist-

ing DCF with some major initiatives.  One is QPI.  Quality 

Parenting Initiative (QPI) is a refocus of child welfare to return to making the child 

the center of any interventions and it expects that all adults involved will bring all 

attention to what works best for the child.  This includes biological family mem-

bers, social workers, foster and adoptive family members, judges, attorneys, thera-

pists, teachers and mentors.  QPI is moving out across the state of Connecticut.  In 

our Summer edition, we hope to feature an interview with Commissioner Dorantes 

and/or Michael Williams, Deputy Commissioner, regarding the importance of QPI.  

Thank you to all of the foster and adoptive families that have offered to serve on 

various QPI initiative meetings! 

CAFAF has not yet resumed in-person CPR trainings but we are gearing up 
to be able to do so as the weather improves.  We continue to offer online post-
licensing informational modules as well as modules via Zoom.  Please reach out if 
you have questions about any of our modules.    

CAFAF also continues to receive donated items from both national retail-
ers, regional businesses, community groups and individuals and safely delivers re-
quested items to families.  The generosity of these donors is extraordinary!  As we 
ñgo to pressò we continue to have BearPaw boots for youth in sizes 13, 1, 2, 3, 4 
and 5.  Reach out to us if you know of children/youth that could use a warm and 
sturdy pair of boots. (Waterproofing required, if warn out in wet weather!)  

SAVE THE DATE: CAFAFôs annual conference will take place via Zoom on Fri-

day April 30 and Saturday May 1.  Registration is opening soon!!    

 Please keep up the good work of wearing masks, washing hands and main-

taining social distances.  Welcome spring as it arrives and be mindful to stay 

healthy and support one another.    

Margaret Doherty 

Executive Director        
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welfare professionals and the  
community. 

The Alliance would like to thank 
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Children and Families for the  
funding we receive. 
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CAFAF ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

 

 

CAFAF staff supporting Love 146 during January. For 17 years, the mission of Love 146 has been 

helping  grow the movement to end child trafficking while providing effective and thoughtful solu-

tions. 

https://love146.org/
https://love146.org/
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End It Movement-Outreach 

 

 

 

Thursday, February 25th was "End It Movement Day 2021," which is a 

collaboration of partners committed to ending human trafficking. The day 

is also called "Red X Day." 

The coalition says its mission is the complete eradication of this horrible 

form of human exploitation that victimizes children right here in CT. 

"Born out of the belief that even one person trapped in slavery is too many, 

#ENDITMOVEMENTDAY is a coalition of the leading organizations in the 

world in the fight for freedom," according to the #ENDITMOVEMENT 

You can learn more about the End It Movement at this link. 

Special thanks to the youth group at Saint Raymond of Penafort for 

putting together care cases for our youth.  

https://enditmovement.com/about/
https://www.straymondenfield.org/
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OUTREACH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Snuggles for Children for their generous donation 

of duffel bags filled with toiletries. 

If you have new kids in your home or children in your home 

that are in need of a duffel and toiletries, please reach out to 

your area liaison to coordinate receiving donations.  

Special thanks to Bearpaw for their  

generous donation of  boots to CAFAF.  

A CAFAF youth sporting new boots from 

Bearpaw. 

Did you know that foster families can get into 

SeaQuest free of charge? All you have to do 

is let them know that you are a foster family.  
Even though we were unable to hold Avenue of Dreams in 2021, we are 

so grateful for the continued yearly support for the event. Special thanks to 

Bobôs Discount Furniture for their $500 donation to this event.  

https://www.snugglesforchildren.org/
https://bearpaw.com/
https://bearpaw.com/
https://www.amazon.com/
https://www.walmart.com/
https://trumbull.visitseaquest.com/
https://trumbull.visitseaquest.com/
https://www.mybobs.com/
https://cafafct.org/avenue-of-dreams/
https://www.mybobs.com/
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SUN SCHOLARS ALUMNI ASSOC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÑÕÅ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ άΪάΫȡ ! ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÌÙ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÃÕÔ !ÌÌÉÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ &ÏÓÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ !ÄÏÐÔÉÖÅ &ÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȟ )ÎÃȢ             0ÁÇÅ α 

Searching for Board Members 
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WHOõS MY CAFAF LIAISON? 
The Alliance has a Liaison to help you based on which area of Connecticut you live.  
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GET INVOLVED 

 

 

 

INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING? 

The Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive Families depends greatly on the kindness and generosity  

of so many people willing to donate there time and talent to the organization. There are so many ways you 

can help, whether you are interested in holding a donation drive or volunteering. There are a variety of ways 

to volunteer and support CAFAF throughout the year.  

How do I get started volunteering? 

To learn more and to get started with volunteering, please email or call the Outreach Coordinator, Catherine 

Davis.  

Email: Catherine.davis@cafafct.org 

Phone: 860-882-8134  

We are always looking for volunteers to help plan Avenue of Dreams, work Avenue of Dreams and assist 

with Community Outreach and diaper drives.  

DONATIONS 

The Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive Families accepts donations on a rolling basis. If you are 

interested in donating or holding a drive, please reach out to the Outreach Coordinator at  

Catherine.davis@cafafct.org or by phone at 860-882-8134. Items that can be donated include, but are not 

limited too:  

ƴ toys 

ƴ books 

ƴ formalwear and formal shoes 

ƴ clothing 

ƴ diapers and wipes 

          ALL NEW OR VERY GENTLY USED PLEASE!! 

As a reminder, during this age of COVID, due to the limits on capacity at venues and for events, when tickets 

are available, it is in your best interest to reserve your spot as soon as possible.  Tickets can and do sell out 

quickly. CAFAF does not offer REFUNDS. This goes for ALL purchases and reservations, and not just tick-

ets that have been lost, stolen or misplaced. Refunds will also not be issued for a delay in booking.  
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 

 

 

 

 

State Legislature 

The CT State Legislature opened the 202 session on January 6, 2021 and its ends on June 9th.  Most of the 
potential bills have been filed and referred to committees. Hearings on the bills have been held or are being 
held. The committees then meet to vote on the bills to decide which bills move forward.  

To read more about these proposed bills, you may go to www.cga.ct.gov.  

Bills of interest:  
H.B. 6105, ñAn Act Concerning Access to Original Birth Certificates by Adult Adopted Persons.ò This 

would permit all adult (over 18 years of age) adopted individuals access to their original birth certificates 

and not just those adults whose adoptions were finalized on or after October 1, 1983.   A hearing was held in 

the Planning and Development Committee on February 2nd.  The bill has numerous co-sponsors and many 

supporters, as it did last year.  There are several other similar bills pending on this topic.  It passed unani-

mously, with bi-partisan support, out of committee.  We will continue to keep you informed on this one!  

 

S.B. 35, ñAn Act Concerning Financial Assistance for Post-Secondary Education Expenses for Youth 

Adopted Through the Department of Children and Families Foster Care Program.ò This would expand the 

eligibility criteria for post-secondary education expenses for individuals adopted through DCFôs foster care 

program on or after January 1, 2001.  It passed unanimously in the Childrenôs Committee (with one absen-

tee) after a hearing on February 4, 2021 and is now being reviewed in the Legislative Commissionersô Of-

fice.  

  

 

 

 

http://www.cga.ct.gov
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2021&bill_num=6105
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2021&bill_num=35
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Resources for your family 
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Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


