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CAFAF ANNUAL CONFEREN

SAVE THE DATE
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N Save the Date
CAFAF 26t" Annual Conference
“Foster Care the New Normal”
April 30- May 1, 2021
On the Zoom Platform
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https://enditmovement.com/about/
https://www.straymondenfield.org/
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rous donation of boots to CAFAF.

A CAFAF youth sportin
Bear paw.

amazon

§eaQuest
BOB'SrikNiTiR

Did you know that fos
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Walmart

#1171 01 ENOA 3DPOEI C al avyd ! I £ OEAGATI T AAQE



https://www.snugglesforchildren.org/
https://bearpaw.com/
https://bearpaw.com/
https://www.amazon.com/
https://www.walmart.com/
https://trumbull.visitseaquest.com/
https://trumbull.visitseaquest.com/
https://www.mybobs.com/
https://cafafct.org/avenue-of-dreams/
https://www.mybobs.com/

SUN SCHOLARS ALUMNI AS

Succeed. Uplift. Nurture.

Sun Scholars is committed to improving
educational equity through college
graduation rates and career outcomes
for individuals who have experienced
foster care or adoption.

. Our Mission...

Mlunms fesmcasiion SUN Scholars is founded on the ideals that
representation matters. Our organization and board of
directors are almost entirely staffed by professionals
with a lived experience in the child welfare system.

The SUN Scholars Inc. Alumni Association
connects professionals who have overcome
great obstacles, have broken down barriers
and statistics, and have a lived experience in

the child welfare system. Our model of representation is the foundation of

success with the students that we support. We believe

in validating the youth's lived experiences, while also
acknowledging and celebrating all dynamics of their .
identities to work toward building a community of

collective success.

We are stronger as a collective group and
together we can build a network and provide
guidance to the next generation to empower
our students on their journey!

The Alumni Association is open to
professional individuals who have a lived
experience within a child welfare system

and/or a graduate of SUN Scholars. \ A 4

Ways to Get Involved: \ T Ty (

* VOLUNTEER - Members of the alumni society may
connect with our students to serve as a mentor
providing guidance and friendship. Violunteers must clear
a background check and attend a training.

SHARE YOUR STORY - You can make a significant
difference in the lives of these students simply by
showing them that they are worthy of success through
the virtue of your story.

JOIN EVENTS - Members of the Alumni Association will .
be eligible to participate in both networking &
community building events at participating venues.

If interested, please register at:
https://sunscholarsinc.org/alumni-association-application

For additional information, contact:alumni@sunscholarsinc.org
Ounly 3% of foster care and adopted students graduate college -
let’s help our students see how this statistic CAN CHANGE!!

#1171 61 ENOA 3POEI C ai aYd ! I £ OEASAT 0T AAOE




Searching for Board

y
,\\:\‘:”I,

CAFAF

CONNECTICUT ALLIANCE OF
FOSTER & ADOPTIVE FAMILIES

Seeking New Board Members

The CAFAF Board of Directors comprises leaders from the nonprofit and for-profit
sector who are dedicated to the organization’s mission. Serving on the CAFAF Board of
Directors is an extraordinary opportunity for an individual who is passionate about
strengthening leadership and governance in the nonprofit sector.

We are currently seeking board members with at least 3 years corporate or nonprofit
Fundraising/PR/Social Media experience or a professional Financial background.

Our board is dedicated to reflecting the diverse racial backgrounds of the families we
serve; therefore, priority consideration will be given to applicants of the same diversity
as the families that we serve.

Overall Board Member Expectations Include:

Lend professional experience to increase community awareness of CAFAF
Ability to read and understand financial statements

Attend monthly meetings

Directly invest in CAFAF’s work by making a personal contribution each year
Board members are expected to responsibly represent CAFAF to their respective
communities and to advocate for CAFAF’s mission, programs, and services as
appropriate

Please contact CAFAF Board Vice President Cathy Gentile-Doyle at
cgent630@gmail.com for more information on how you can join us!
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Bridgeport Area
Sheree Breeden
W: (203) 384-5602
C: (860) 882-9923

Danbury Area
Dora Poma

W: (203) 207-5270
C: (860) 882-8470

Hartford Area

Lisa Ortiz

W: (860) 418-8209
C: (860) 882-9031

Meriden Area

Deb Candelora

W: (203) 238-8502
C: (860) 882-8226

Manchester Area
Kvyle Ohlund

W: (860) 533-3631
C: (860) 882-2940

Middletown Area
Brian Candelora
W: (860) 832-5466
C: (860) 882-2011

Milford Area
Joseph Montalvo
W: (203) 306-5325
C: (860) 882-2511

Al |l i ance

has
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New Britain Area

hel p

Al SON

you bas:s

Sheyla Ortiz-Caraballo

W: (860) 832-5466

C: (860) 882-3103

New Haven Area
Marian Russo
W: (203) 786-0681

C: (860) 882-9075

Norwalk/Stamford Area

Schelita Fleming
W: (203) 899-1419
C: (860) 882-9718

Norwich Area

Renée D. Lavallee
W: (860) 885-2418
C: (860) 882-9202

Torrington Area
Jennifer Bellamy
W: (860) 496-5767
C: (860) 882-7814

Waterbury Area
Emilio Vargas

W: (203) 759-7009
C: (860) 882-2412

Willimantic Area
Emily Churchill
W: (860) 450-2052
C: (860) 882-7107
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GET I NVOLVED

As a reminder, during this age of COVID, due to

are availabl e, itto irs siemr vyo wro ub e sstoitonkiestrsssct@am as d

guickly. CAFAF does not offer REFUNDS. This goes
ets that have been | ost, stolen or misplaced.

| NTERESTED I N VOLUNTEERI NG?

The Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adopt
of so many people willing to donate there ti
can help, whether you are interested in hold

to volunteer and support CAFAF throughout th
How do | get started volunteering?

To learn more and to get started with volunt

Davi s.
Emai ICat herine. davis@cafafct.org
PhoneSS3@B®134

We are always |l ooking for volunteers to help

with Community Outreach and diaper drives.
DONATI ONS

The Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adopt
interested in donating or holding a drive, p
Cat herine.davis@caf a88&&1.304r.g Idre ntsy tphhaat n ec aant b&
' i mited too:

Yyt oys

ybooks

yfor mal wear and formal shoes

ycl ot hing

ydi apers and wipes
ALL NEW OR VERY GENTLY USED PLEAS
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Bill s of Il nterest

H. B. ,fADh05ct Concerning Access to OriginadThB
would permit al/l adul t (over 18 years of ag
and not just those adults whose adoptions we
the Planning and DevelophmenfTh€ommit tsépeosnsmu me
supporters, as it did last year. There are
mousl!l y,pawittihsabn support, out of committee.

S. B, AARS Act Concerning FindemcomdarAys sEdt @aantcieo
Through the Department of OTHhi $§ dweuanl d&

l itysecaoncariya doduc gptoisdan expensess ffoas

on or after January 1, @0Cdmmi tteeast

a hearing on February 4, 2021 aQfa
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http://www.cga.ct.gov
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2021&bill_num=6105
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2021&bill_num=35

Resources for Your Family

Online tips, tools and advice from Connecticut Children’s pediatric experts

Return to Play Kit

connecticutchildrens.org/returntoplay
Keep young athletes injury-free and at the top of their game.

Mental & Behavioral Health Kit

connecticutchildrens.org/wellbeing
Support your child’s well-being and build positive habits for a lifetime.

School & Remote Learning Kit

connecticutchildrens.org/backtoschool
Help your child adjust to this school year’s changes and challenges.

COVID-19 Resources

connecticutchildrens.org/category/coronavirus
Stay up-to-date on COVID-19 and kids.

Want weekly articles delivered to your inbox? Sign up for the Growing Healthy blog
at connecticutchildrens.org/blog.

...Coqnecticut
m Childrens
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Connecticut Parent Adyv
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