
  

 

 

 

 

C O M M U N I Q U É 

Fall 2021 

HAPPY FALL 

The Board of Directors and staff at the Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive  

Families would like to wish you and your family a happy and healthy fall!  

 
Are you an experienced  

Foster Parent? 
 

Are you an experienced  
Relative Foster Parent? 

 

When you were newly  
Licensed, do you remember all the  

questions you had when your first foster 
child came into your home? 

 

Do you remember wondering what  
resources were  

available to you? 
 

Do you remember thinking, “If only I had 
another foster parent to talk to who has 

shared the same  
experience?” 

 

If you remember all of these times, then you 
might enjoy being a buddy! 

 
Call Wendy Sander,  

Peer Network Coordinator at  
1-800-861-8838  

Or email wendy.sander@cafafct.org 

Are you interested in being a  
Foster Parent?  

An Adoptive Parent?  
Want to know how you could  

become a Kinship Family? 
Call 1.888.KID-HERO  
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Support newly licensed families! 
BE A BUDDY 

Training and stipend provided 

mailto:wendy.sander@cafafct.org?subject=Become%20a%20Buddy%20
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From the Desk of the Executive Director 

 

Fall 2021   

Was this summer short?  Kids are back in school or learning remotely and 

some are being home-schooled.  It seems like the summer flew by…. 

As we “go to press” here is the status of CAFAF happenings:  CPR classes 

have resumed live and in-person.  Very few other post-licensing modules are 

in-person, but we are thrilled to report that people are taking our modules via 

Zoom and we have expanded our on-line-only modules to 6 with another 

planned for filming this fall. Please visit our website to see our updated offer-

ings:  

https://cafafct.org/our-services/foster-and-adoptive-training/post-licensing-

training-1/ 

We are dipping our toes in the water and planning an in-person one day symposium for October 9th.  

We limited space to only 75 as we want to be sure we can manage it well.  We will report back in the 

Winter issue.  The focus of the symposium is supporting relative caregivers who agree to foster the 

children of family members.  Relative caregivers have some of the same needs as non-relative foster 

parents, but they also need support in other ways.   

We are thrilled to report that we are still planning a full two-day annual conference at the Mystic Mar-

riott on May 6 – 7, 2022.  More info to come and please save the dates.  

CAFAF staff and our families statewide are continuing to assist DCF with some major initiatives.  Quali-

ty Parenting Initiative (QPI) is a refocus of child welfare to return to making the child the center of any 

interventions and it expects that all adults involved will bring all attention to what works best for the 

child.  This includes biological family members, social workers, foster and adoptive family members, 

judges, attorneys, therapists, teachers, and mentors.  QPI is moving out across the state of Connecti-

cut.  We are also assisting DCF in the planning and development of the Kinship Navigator Program 

with a special focus on relatives navigating the child welfare system as well as so many other areas of 

support (financial, legal, educational, etc.).   

CAFAF also continues to receive donated items from both national retailers, regional businesses, com-

munity groups and individuals and then safely delivers requested items to families.  We also periodical-

ly open our donation center in Rocky Hill to families. Please let us know if you need anything.   

SAVE THE DATE: CAFAF’s Return of Avenue of Dreams!!!  March 19, 2022!   

Enjoy the fall foliage!  

Margaret Doherty 

Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of Directors 

Communiqué is publishedin both 
English and Spanish language 
four times a year by the Connecti-
cut Alliance of Foster and Adop-
tive Families, Inc. CAFAF is a 
non-profit organization devoted to 
the strengthening of foster, adop-
tive and relative care families 
through support, training, and ad-
vocacy with the aim of nurturing 
child safety, well being and stabil-
ity in partnership with child wel-
fare professionals and the commu-
nity. 

The Alliance would like to thank 
the Connecticut Department of  
Children and Families for the  
funding we receive. 

Amy Kennedy 
President 

 
Cathy Gentile-Doyle 

Vice President 
 

Jeff Cheney 
Treasurer 

 
Mike Burns 

Secretary 
 

Latisha Brown 
Director  

 
Preston Oliver 

Director 

https://cafafct.org/our-services/foster-and-adoptive-training/post-licensing-training-1/
https://cafafct.org/our-services/foster-and-adoptive-training/post-licensing-training-1/
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2021-2022 Dates to Remember  
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IN THE COMMUNITY 

 

 

 

 

Region 1 held a “Supporting the Supporter” support group event in August at Sherwood Island 

Park.  Participants enjoyed catered food including hot dogs, hamburgers and a variety of 

drinks along with donations from the CAFAF donation center to help provide families with 

basic necessities and school supplies.  The families really appreciated the donations. 

Woodmont UCC (United Church of 

Christ) in Milford held a diaper collection 

drive with the help of Art and Ann 

shown here with CAFAF Liaison Marian 

Russo.  

https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/State-Parks/Parks/Sherwood-Island-State-Park
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/State-Parks/Parks/Sherwood-Island-State-Park
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CAFAF DONATIONS RECEIVED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Community Health Network  

for their generous donation of school supplies. 

Thank you to  

Montage Residential Community  

for their donation of school supplies. 

Thank you to the  
Montville Buy Nothing Group  

for their donation of school  supplies. 

Thank you to  VisionSolar  

for their donation of backpacks. 

Thank you to Amazon  

for their continuous donation’s of household 

items, toys, personal care items and electronics.  

CAFAF PARTNERS WITH:  

Amazon Smiles 
Cake4Kids  

https://www.chnct.org/contact_us.html
https://www.chnct.org/contact_us.html
https://www.montagerockyhill.com/the-montage-rocky-hill-ct/
https://www.montagerockyhill.com/the-montage-rocky-hill-ct/
https://visionsolar.com/
https://visionsolar.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F
https://cafafct.org/cake4kids/
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F
https://cafafct.org/cake4kids/


Communique Fall 2021: A quarterly publication of the Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive Families, Inc.             Page 5 

Things To Do 

Updates You Need to Know  
 

 

 

Discounts 
 

 

 

 

 

Care 4 Kids now will allow assistance for a parent going to school as an "approved activity". There 
is a list of specific approved places, but they are things such as Community Colleges, Truck Driver 
Training, Cosmetology schools, etc. Below is what is on the website https://www.ctcare4kids.com/
new-approvable-education-and-training-programs/ids and attached is the flyer and a FAQ sheet. 

 

 

 

https://www.ctcare4kids.com/new-approvable-education-and-training-programs/
https://www.ctcare4kids.com/new-approvable-education-and-training-programs/
https://www.ctcare4kids.com/
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EMERGENCY BROADBAND BENEFIT 
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FAMOUS FOOTWEAR HIRING FOSTER YOUTH 

 

Ticket to Dream is excited to announce that their corporate partner Famous Footwear is now prioritizing the hiring 

of current and former foster youth. This includes foster, kinship care, adopted, and aged out youth. As we all know 

building job skills is an essential skill all young adults need to thrive and Famous Footwear would like to provide 

this opportunity to as many foster youth as possible.  

 

Youth must be at least 16 years of age and can apply at jobs.famous.com. When applying they should select Foster Care Community from the 

drop down which will ensure their application is reviewed and considered. This is not guaranteed employment.  

https://www.tickettodream.org/?utm_source=WiseStamp&utm_medium=email&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=signature
https://www.famousfootwear.com/
https://jobs.caleres.com/search-jobs/ALL?orgIds=3530&alp=ALL&alt=0&ascf=%5b%7B%22Key%22:%22job_type%22,%22Value%22:%22Famous+Footwear%22%7D%5d&
https://www.famousfootwear.com/?gclid=0ded5542ba861cd5802d35e104580318&gclsrc=3p.ds&&partnerid=MSN&cpc=MSN&campaign=FF_Brand+Core_USA_Exact&group=Core_Exact&cpckw=famous+footwear&cvosrc=ppc.bing.famous+footwear&matchtype=e&msclkid=0ded5542ba861cd5802d35e10
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READY CT 
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Governor Ned Lamont today announced that the COVID-19 vaccine made by Pfizer-BioNTech is 

available to residents in Connecticut between the ages of 12 to 15 at all clinics in the state that are offer-

ing that vaccine. The expansion of Connecticut’s vaccine program follows on the heels of this after-

noon’s decision by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and its Advisory Committee on Im-

munization Practices to recommend the vaccine for this age group. 

Parents and legal guardians of roughly 170,000 Connecticut residents between the ages of 12 to 15 can 

now sign their children up for an appointment or visit one of the many clinics that are accepting walk-up 

patients. Parents and guardians are urged to note that only the Pfizer vaccine has been approved for 

this younger age group, so they should only seek clinics that are offering this vaccine. “The vaccine is 

safe, effective, and saving lives,” Governor Lamont said. “Expanding the vaccination program to this age 

group is going to be incredibly beneficial in terms of getting our schools back to normal and encouraging 

safe, summer enrichment activities.” 

“This is welcome news for many parents, school officials, summer camp directors, and students them-

selves,” Connecticut Acting Public Health Commissioner Dr. Deidre Gifford said. “Getting this age group 

vaccinated is a great way to start the summer for many children and their families. While COVID-19 gen-

erally doesn’t affect children as severely as adults, children are not immune from contracting and getting 

sick with the virus, nor are they immune from spreading it to adults and others who may not be able to 

be vaccinated. I strongly urge parents with children in this age group to get your children vaccinated.” 

According to Dr. Gifford, the state anticipates working with local health and school districts to stand up 

clinics in schools and summer youth programs, like what was done when the vaccine program expanded 

to include 16 and 17-year-olds. Parents can expect communications from participating school districts or 

can reach out to their school districts to inquire about available school-sponsored clinics. 

Individuals between the ages of 12 and 15 can be vaccinated at any clinic that is offering the Pfizer vac-

cine, as long as they are accompanied by or have the consent of their parent or legal guardian. 

Vaccine providers offering the Pfizer vaccine include many pharmacies (including many CVS, 

Walgreens and Rite Aid locations), the state’s mass drive-through vaccination sites run in partnership 

with CHC Inc, as well as many hospital locations (including Bristol Hospital, Day Kimball, Griffin, Hart-

ford Healthcare, Middlesex, Trinity Health of New England, Waterbury, and Yale New Haven). Most pe-

diatrician offices will not yet have the Pfizer vaccine available for patients. Pfizer’s minimum order size of 

1,170 doses and its maximum storage time in a regular freezer of 14 days makes it difficult for individual 

pediatric offices to provide the vaccine to their patients. Some offices may partner with existing vaccine 

providers, however. Any doctor who is partnering with a vaccine provider should communicate directly 

with their patients to offer the vaccine. 

As of Tuesday, May 11, more than 71% of Connecticut residents over the age of 18 have received at 

least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, and more than 56% are fully vaccinated, the highest rate in the 

nation. Individuals with questions about the COVID-19 vaccination program or who would like to sched-

ule an appointment to receive the vaccine can visit ct.gov/covidvaccine. A list of walk-up clinics that do 

not require appointments in advance can be found at ct.gov/covidvaccine/walkup.Those who have fur-

ther questions or do not have access to the internet can call Connecticut’s COVID-19 Vaccine Appoint-

ment Assist Line at 877-918-2224. 

https://ct.gov/covidvaccine
https://ct.gov/covidvaccine/walkup
https://ct.gov/covidvaccine/walkup
https://ct.gov/covidvaccine
https://ct.gov/covidvaccine/walkup

