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CONNECTICUT ALLIANCE OF
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COMMUNIQUE

HAPPY AUTUMN

The Board of Directors and staff at the Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive
Families would like to wish you and your family a happy and healthy autumn!

Support newly licensed families! 4 Are you interested in being a
BE A BUDDY Foster Parent?

Training and stipend provided An Adoptive Parent?

. Want to know how you could

Are you an experle";nced become a Kinship Family?
Foster Parent” Call 1.888.KID-HERO

Are you an experienced

Relative Foster Parent?

When you were newly
Licensed, do you remember all the
questions you had when your first foster child
came into your home?

Do you remember wondering what

résources were i .
available to you? In this Edition...

Do you remember thinking, “If only I had
another foster parent to talk to who has shared
the same
experience?”’

If you remember all of these times, then you
might enjoy being a buddy!

Call Wendy Sander,
Peer Network Coordinator at
1-800-861-8838
Or email wendy.sander@cafafct.org
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From the Desk of the Executive Director

Happy Autumn to All!

The children are back in school and the leaves
have begun to turn. Our busy summer is transitioning to
a busy fall.

Please check out CAFAF’s six (6) new Post-
Licensing training modules!

https://cafafct.org/our-services/foster-and-adoptive-
training/post-licensing-training/

The newest online class, Supporting LGBTQ+
Youth and Their Families (Module 14) has been request-
ed by many foster and adoptive parents. Talking about
gender identity and sexual identity can be very touchy
and awkward for many adults and our dear friend Robin
P. McHaelen, MSW, offers many suggestions in how to
support youth and their biological families. Coming
soon, will be an online module on the importance of fa-
therhood and why and how child welfare is reshaping its
view toward fathers.

We are also working hard to develop a training app for smart phone users and hope
to have this in operation before our May 1 - 2, 2020 conference at the Omni Hotel in New
Haven. Mark your calendars!!

Also mark your calendars for November 8 & 9, 2019 for a one-day symposium we
are calling “Mini Law School for Foster and Adoptive Families and Relative Caregivers.”
Registration is now open and seating is limited! It will be a jam-packed day of learning
about DCF’s legal obligations, Open and Closed adoptions, transfers of guardianship, the
roles and expectations of court appointed attorneys and guardian ad litems for children, the
role and expectations of foster and adoptive families while involved with DCF, the legal
requirement of the state in defending foster parents in civil litigation and the special educa-
tional protections in law as well as the changing role of the DCF Ombudsman’s office. See
the flier on page 7 and register soon, please.

We will also be planning the ways in which we will celebrate our 25 year anniver-
sary during 2020. If any of our families are interested in helping us plan and prepare, please
reach out to me.

As always, please feel free to contact a CAFAF staff or Buddy if you have ques-
tions or need support.

SAVE THE DATE: Avenue of Dreams 2020: 3/14/2020 at Trumbull Marriott
Have a safe and fun autumn. Go outside!

Margaret Doherty
Executive Director
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Board of Directors

Garrett (Gary) Gizowski
President

Cathy Gentile-Doyle
Vice President

Mike Burns
Secretary/Treasurer

Amy Kennedy
Director

Communiqué is published in
both English and Spanish
language four times a year by the
Connecticut Alliance of

Foster and Adoptive Families,
Inc. CAFAF is a non-profit
organization devoted to the
strengthening of foster,

adoptive and relative care

families through support,

training, and advocacy with the
aim of  nurturing child
safety, well being and stability in
partnership with child

welfare professionals and the
community.

The Alliance would like to thank
the Connecticut Department of
Children and Families for the
funding we receive.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Through the SeaQuest Cares program, foster youth are
provided free admission to the Trumbull SeaQuest.

Contact: Suzanne Ponelli, Program Coordinator
Phone: 203-258-2961
E-mail: suzanne.ponelli@visitseaquest.com

Big Y is offering 10% discount to currently licensed foster families
on the LAST MONDAY OF EACH MONTH!
Contact Jacqueline Ford to enroll at jacqueline.ford@ct.gov.

**Must have an active Big Y Savings Card to qualify

SAVE THE
DATE

Avenue of Dreams 2020
March 14, 2020
Trumbull Marriott Shelton- 180 Hawley Lane, Trumbull
At the Avenue of Dreams event, we
provide foster and adopted teens with
free prom and formal attire, shoes,
makeup, accessories and tuxedos. We
offer workshops and more!!
For more information on attending the event, or to
volunteer or offer services, please contact the
outreach coordinator at

Catherine.rose(@cafafct.org or call
860-258-3400.

" = RS
m \ LGBTQ WELCOME | ORGSR

If you would like to hold a drive for Avenue of Dreams or are
interested in donating, please click here.

JOIN CAFAF AT URBAN AIR

REGISTRATION OPENS 10/1/19 AT 9 A M.

«  Sky rider

*  Climbing walls

* Ropes Course

* Spin Zone

*  Wipeout

* Battle Beam

*  Warrior Course

* Tubes Playground
« Trampoline

YOU PAY: $10.00 ONLY

Tickets are good for a year, but valid for one time
use

OFFER ONLY VALID FOR CURRENT DCF
LICENSED FOSTER AND ADOPTIVE
FAMILIES

W\

O%AN ATS CARAF

RDVENTURE PARK | L=

Yy
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CAFAF SUMMER EVENTS

Lauren of Lauren and Co. will be offering free Hair
Styles to CAFAF Families on

November 10, 2019 from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
This is part of a new venture and we will see how
the first date goes. While this will be FREE,
registration is MANDATORY. You can book your
time slot at the following LINK. Sign up for wash,
cut or blow dry ONLY'. She can also work on natu-
ral hair. No other styles will be permitted. Mobile
Salon will be parked in the CAFAF lot, 2189 Silas
Deane Highway, Suite 2, Rocky Hill, CT.

Spanish recruitment event at
Seaside Park in Bridgeport.

(Above) Region 1 would like to let everyone know that this was their first
successful Spanish recruitment event at Seaside Park in Bridgeport. They
recruited and had fun with a bouncy house, hot dogs, ice-cream and snacks,
along with Connecticut line dancers.
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CAFAF SUMMER EVENTS

The New Britain Bees baseball team of-
fered nonprofit organizations free tickets
to Sunday home games on August 11,
August 25, September 8 and September
15. The
Connecticut Alliance of Foster and
Adoptive Families took full
advantage of this opportunity and had
over 100 families in attendance at each
game.

The Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive
Families was able to offer 250 tickets to the Maritime
Aquarium to be used during the 2019-2020 year.

The Connecticut Alliance of Foster and
Adoptive Families was able to offer 250 tickets
to the Connecticut Science Center to be used \ .

during the 2019-2020 year. TheMaritime Aqquarivm
——————

Connecticut ; Special thanks to the Town of Rocky Hill for

having CAFAF at the Ferry Park Farmers
Market on 6/26, 7/31, 8/28, and 9/25.

Science Center

Special thanks to Debbie and the CT Women
Looking for a Cure on their donations of Pajamas for
foster children to Connecticut.

Thanks to NAPA CONN, they are currently offering
free tickets to foster and adopted families to the
September 28th and
September 29th Fall Final weekend. There is still
space, so if you would like to reserve your spot,

please e-mail
Catherine.rose@cafafct.org or call 860-258-3400.

Do you have suggestions for
activities that you might like to do? E-mail them to the outreach
coordinator (@)
Catherine.rose@cafafct.org and they could be our next activity.
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https://www.maritimeaquarium.org/
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DONATIONS

Catherine Rose (left), outreach coordinator pick-
ing up donations from Kathy Faber Designs for
the 2020 Avenue of Dreams. Special thanks to
Kathy Faber for donating once again to Avenue
of Dreams.

Special thanks to Isabella and Victory Church
in Middlefield for holding a back to school
drive and donating backpacks stuffed with
school supplies to CAFAF.

Special thanks to the Community TS TSNS IR NS

Health Network for once again donating Q@t ’@ f“ ,ﬁ tﬁi’; .
backpacks and school supplies to the iR B ME ‘i

Community , .
Health Network Connecticut Alliance of Foster and

o Comsechicul, Ine! Adoptive Families.

If you are ever in need of toys around the holidays or
back to school items when it’s time to go back to
school, you can always reach out to the outreach

coordinator @ Catherine.rose@cafafct.org and By L
Ny RSN
w5

schedule a time for pickup. AERESSER

Special thanks to Henkel for donating
backpacks for back to school to CAFAF.
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NOVEMBER SYMPOSIUM

MINI LAW SCHOOL FOR SCHEDULE.
FOSTER AND ADOPTIVE PARENTS || s®==

Registration and Breakfast

AND KINSHIP CAREGIVERS 830am

Opening Remarks

845am

DCF
Legal and How 1t Affects Families

945am

Attorney Doug Monahean-
Permanency, Open and Closed
Adoption and Guardianship

1045 am

Susan Hamilton MSW, JD

Division of Public Defender Services
Director of Delinquency Defense &
Child Frotection

The Childs Aftorney,

The Guardian Ad. Litem

Hunte v Bliumenthal

WHEN: LA i

Lunch

November 8th or 9th 2019 12.45 pm

Debra Candelora—
am. -4 p.m. Your Role as a DCF Caregiver

145 pm.
Where: Attorney Jeff Forte-

Ssxei‘ial Education and
Child Advocate Law

Fast Hartford, CT Understanding Your Childs Rights

.‘\\\ ‘ 1”. Arn Adams
- S @ 5 The Role of the Ombudsman's Office
J

245 pm

CONFERENCE IS FREE 3
REGISTRATION REQUIRED YKAXY 1,00 pm.

NO CHILDREN ALLOWED 1 adiourn
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER ( A FA F |

WWW .CAFAFCT.ORG  FOSTER & ADOPTIVE FAMILIES |
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HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES

Looking for fun and exciting activities around the state this holiday season, look no further.

Head to Holiday Light Fantasia. Holiday Light Fantasia, located in Hartford opens
on Thanksgiving, and runs through January 1, 2020.

‘ Attend the Manchester
Road Race on
November 28th.

THE MANCHESTER
ROAD RACE#

Head over to Winterfest at Bushnell
Park in Hartford for some free fig-
ure-skating. Winterfest opens on
November 29, 2019 for its tenth
season.

Attend Lenny and Joes Turkey Trot in Madison, CT
on November 28.

See the Christmas Classic, A
Christmas Carol at the Hartford
Stage.

A

CH R \M\Lu
CAROI

A GHOST STORY.OF CHRISTMAS

mea

r~~ Greenwich =<

Visit the annual Festival of Trees at the T 3 — Relndeer
Wadsworth; begins November 29, 2019. | Fe Stlval

& Santa’s Village™
Cnrmpo—ma 9

November 22.
Greenwich Reindeer Festival.

Photos with Santa, Santa’s

Frozen 2 hits theaters
Attend the 11th annual
Village and more.

Jumanji: Next Level comes out
December 13, 2019

November 29-December 24, 2019

ATMK & TLMN EVENT 02019
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HEART GALLERY HIGHLIGHT

Charlise

Meet 13 year old Charlise, a beautiful young lady who is seeking a very
specific family to claim as her own. While most girls of this age have
only had to worry about things such as school, friends and clothing,
Charlise has experienced much loss and trauma in her life and she
needs a patient and loving family to help her get back to “typical”
childhood experiences.

Having a sister close in age to her and a family of non-Caucasian de-
cent is extremely important to Charlise. Additionally she would love to
have a large home and a dog. When discussing qualities a family
should have in order to effectively parent her, a former caregiver rec-

ommends a great sense of humor!

Charlise presents as much older than her years and she has a strong
minded personality. She uses negative verbalizations as a defense
mechanism when she feels challenged and she would benefit residing
in a family with experienced parents who are willing to see past her
gruff exterior. Therapeutic supports and enhanced training will be a
part of the transition plan for Charlise and her family.

Academically Charlise is bright and intelligent. She is creative and has
excellent writing skills; but tends to not like math. She struggles with
social skills and her behaviors will interfere with her ability to learn
however, supports are in place to aid her in school.

Charlise is a typical child who enjoys bike riding, reading and playing
video games. She will bring both challenges and joy to parenting and
with patience and perseverance she will be a
loving addition to the right family.

For informaton about Charlise: Step
Frascadepédanie.frascadore@klingberg.c
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