
  

 

 

 

C O M M U N I Q U É  

Winter 2018 

HAPPY WINTER  
The Board of Directors and staff at the Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive  

Families would like to wish you and your family a happy and healthy holiday season!  

Are you an experienced  

Foster Parent? 
 

Are you an experienced  

Relative Foster Parent? 
 

When you were newly  

Licensed, do you remember all the  

questions you had when your first foster 

child came into your home? 
 

Do you remember wondering what  

resources were  

available to you? 
 

Do you remember thinking, ñIf only I had 

another foster parent to talk to who has 

shared the same  

experience?ò 
 

If you remember all of these times, then 

you might enjoy being a buddy! 

 

Call Wendy Sander,  

Peer Network Coordinator at  

1-800-861-8838  

Or email wendy.sander@cafafct.org 

Are you interested in being a  

Foster Parent?  

An Adoptive Parent?  

Want to know how you could  

become a Kinship Family? 

Call 1.888.KID-HERO  
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Support newly licensed families! 

BE A BUDDY 

Training and stipend provided 

mailto:wendy.sander@cafafct.org?subject=Become%20a%20Buddy%20
https://cafafct.org/
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Happy Winter to All: 

  Winter is officially here!  We hope all of 

you are enjoying the change in seasons and prepar-

ing for some snow and cold weather.  This fall we 

were able to offer 400 families tickets to the Con-

necticut Science Center (remember they expire in 

December 2018!), as well as tickets for 150 fami-

lies to the Lutz Children Museum in Manchester 

and the Discovery Museum in Bridgeport.   

Weôve been very busy with drives for Avenue of 

Dreams, and holiday toy drives.  Our aim is to be 

sure that every child in foster care receives at least 

one wonderful gift and we know that we will dis-

tribute many more than just one gift per child.  The 

generosity of the community statewide is tremen-

dous and keeps growing.  Not everyone can be a 

foster parent but everyone can help support foster 

and adoptive families!   

As we go to press, we especially want to alert all licensed foster parents 

that our Winter & Spring post licensing modules have been posted to the web site 

and we will continue to work to schedule more classes and to develop new topics 

for parents.  Check out our new modules!  33 & 34!  (Restorative Practices & 

Childcare Seat Safety) We ask those of you that attend in person modules as well as 

those of you who have tried our online modules to let us know your thoughts and 

ideas.  The more information and support we can offer, the better.  We have heard 

from some of you that you would like more topics for families with infants and 

toddlers so if you have ideas, please share this us.  We love to hear from foster, 

adoptive and relative families!  

 Mark your calendars for our 23nd annual conference May 4-5, 2018 at 

Mystic Marriott Hotel.  Registration is coming soon!  And those of you with teen 

girls AND teen boys, Avenue of Dreams Prom dress and tuxedo event is already 

scheduled for March 24, 2018 at Pratt & Whitney Stadium, East Hartford.  Save the 

dates! 

  From all of us at CAFAF, we wish you a cozy and happy winter and holi-

day season! 

Margaret Doherty 

Executive Director  
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Communiqu® is published in 

both English and Spanish  

language four times a year by the 

Connecticut Alliance of  

Foster and Adoptive Families, 

Inc. CAFAF is a non-profit  

organization devoted to the 

strengthening of foster,  

adoptive and relative care  

families through support,  

training, and advocacy with the 

aim of nurturing child  

safety, well being and stability in 

partnership with child  

welfare professionals and the  

community. 

The Alliance would like to thank 
the Connecticut Department of  
Children and Families for the  
funding we receive. 
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AVENUE OF DREAMS 2018  

 

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING DONATIONS FOR THE 2018 

ñAVENUE OF DREAMSò 

At the ñAvenue of Dreamsò event, we provide foster and adopted girls with free prom dresses, shoes, makeup 

and accessories to ensure that they are prom ready. We are currently accepting prom dresses, accessory and 

makeup donations. We are also in need of PLUS size prom dresses. We are also seeking service providers from 

the hair and makeup industries to give makeovers during the event.  

 

Additionally, this year, in 2018, the event will be open to young men as well. To ensure that success, we are also 

looking for donations of tuxedos, tuxedo jackets, suit pants, ties, bow ties and shoes. We are also looking for 

volunteers and barbers.  

For more information, please call the outreach coordinator, Catherine at the CAFAF office at  

860-258-3400 or by e-mailing Catherine.rose@cafafct.org.  

Avenue of Dreams 2018 will be open to both young men and women for 2018.  

https://cafafct.org/event/save-date-cafaf-avenue-dreams/?instance_id=20
https://cafafct.org/event/save-date-cafaf-avenue-dreams/?instance_id=20
mailto:catherine.rose@cafafct.org?subject=Avenue%20of%20Dreams%20Donations%20
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AVENUE OF DREAMS 2018  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED!!!  

WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR THE FOLLOWING  

VOLUNTEERS TO HELP SUPPORT THE 2018  

AVENUE OF DREAMS PROM EVENT.  

-BARBERS 

-HAIRSTYLISTS 

-MAKEUP ARTISTS 

-FAIRY GLAM MOTHERS  (TO SERVE AS MENTORS TO THE GIRLS) 

-SHINING KNIGHTS  (TO SERVE AS MENTORS TO THE BOYS) 

-DRESSING ROOM ATTENDANTS  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO VOLUNTEER, PLEASE E-MAIL THE  

OUTREACH COORDINATOR AT CATHERINE.ROSE@CAFAFCT.ORG OR 

CALL  

860-258-3400.  

ROLE OF FAIRY GLAM MOTHER  

¶ Assist with dress, shoe and accessory selection  

¶ One FGM will monitor the dressing room, 

while the others will assist in  

finding dresses, shoes and accessories for the 

young ladies 

¶ Take assigned group to each service provider 

including hair and makeup from 9 a.m. to 2:15 

p.m.  

ROLE OF SHINING KNIGHTS 

¶ Assist with tuxedo and shoe selection  

¶ One shining knight will monitor the  

dressing room, while the others will assist 

in finding shoes, shirts, suits, tuxedoes for 

the young men  

¶ Take assigned group to each service  

provider including barbers from 9 a.m. to 

2:15 p.m.  

mailto:catherine.rose@cafafct.org?subject=Avenue%20of%20Dreams%20Volunteer%20Information%20Request
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Special thank you to those who have already donated to the 2018  

Avenue of Dreams event as well as those individuals and organizations 

who have volunteered and held drives for the event.  

Thank you to the Delta Phi Lambda UCONN Chapter for their  

donation of dresses towards the Avenue of Dreams.  

Thanks to Project Glimmer and 

Ticket to Dream for their generous 

donation of makeup and accessories 

to the 2018 Avenue of Dreams event.  

A huge thanks to the Brookfield Cleaners &  

Tailors for donating menôs attire and for-

mal wear to the 2018 Avenue of Dreams.  

Special thank you to the ladies of Lambda Pi 

Upsilon at the University of Bridgeport for 

holding a drive for the 2018 Avenue of Dreams.  

https://www.henkel.com/
http://dailycampus.com/stories/2017/11/17/avenue-of-dreams-prom-dress-tuxedo-and-accessory-drive
http://www.projectglimmer.org/
http://tickettodream.org/
http://tickettodream.org/
http://brookfieldcleaners.com/
http://brookfieldcleaners.com/
http://brookfieldcleaners.com/
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A very special thanks to our volunteer,  

Catherine Cabra for her assistance in  

helping prepare for the Avenue of Dreams.  

Thanks to the Girl Scouts who helped  

assist with sorting through dresses for the 

2018 Avenue of Dreams.  

JULIE ALLEN BRIDALS  
Catherine attends the Sports and Medical Sciences  

Academy in Hartford. After she graduates, she plans 

to study developmental psychology. Her interest in 

foster care began when she learned that she wanted 

to study psychology. She wanted to see if she could 

find a place that had some sort of connection with 

foster care.  

http://www.colinstuxshop.com/
https://www.julieallenbridals.com/
http://www.whitewaycleaners.com/
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CAFAF FALL 2017 EVENTS  
 

 

 

Thanks to the Connecticut Science Center, over 

400 CAFAF families will have the opportunity to 

visit the center between now and December of 

2018. Exhibits include Science Alley, KidSpace, 

Butterfly Encounter and Forces in Motion.  

Thanks to the Bridgeport Discovery Museum 

and Planetarium, families had the opportunity 

to visit the Planetarium and Museum during 

the month of November in honor of National  

Adoption Awareness Month.  

In honor of National Adoption Month, the Lutz  

Childrenôs Museum provided CAFAF with 50 tickets 

to their museum for youth in the Manchester area.  

Thanks to the Childrenôs Museum of  

Southeastern Connecticut, CAFAF families 

were able to receive discounted tickets in  

honor of National Adoption Awareness 

Month.  

Pictured above, Danbury Liaison, Dora Poma and  

Outreach Coordinator, Catherine Rose at the 2nd  

annual adoption fair at the United Church of Christ 

in Southbury.  

https://ctsciencecenter.org/
https://ctsciencecenter.org/
http://discoverymuseum.org/
http://discoverymuseum.org/
http://discoverymuseum.org/
http://lutzmuseum.org/
http://lutzmuseum.org/
http://lutzmuseum.org/
http://www.childrensmuseumsect.org/
http://www.childrensmuseumsect.org/
http://www.childrensmuseumsect.org/
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CAFAF WINTER EVENTS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Meriden Spanish support group 

had a Wellness night.  

MERIDEN DCF HOLIDAY PARTY  

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE  

FOLLOWING  

BUSINESSES FOR HOLDING  

HOLIDAY DRIVES  

A CUT ABOVE SALON-VERNON 

PRIMARY RESIDENTIAL  

MORTGAGE, INC.-MANCHESTER 

PRINCE OF PEACE PRESCHOOL-

COVENTRY 

EVOAERO-SOUTH WINDSOR 

DUNKIN DONUTS- 

3516 MAIN STREET, COVENTRY 

601 JOHN FITCH BLVD, SOUTH WINDSOR 

2103 STORRS ROAD, MANSFIELD 

210 DEMING STREET, MANCHESTER 

625 HARTFORD TPKE., NEW BRITAIN 

65 MERROW ROAD, TOLLAND  

Thanks to Elvin & the Community Health  

Network for their generous contribution of toys 

this holiday season and their support over the 

many years.  

http://cut-upshairsalon.weebly.com/
https://www.primaryresidentialmortgage.com/
https://www.primaryresidentialmortgage.com/
https://childcarecenter.us/provider_detail/prince_of_peace_preschool_pop_stop_after_coventry_ct
http://evoaero.com/
https://www.dunkindonuts.com/en
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CAFAF WINTER EVENTS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thank you to 3D Bail Bonds for their  

generous donation of toys this holiday  

season.  

https://3dbailbonds.com/
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UPCOMING CAFAF EVENTS  
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2017 Legislative Update  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legislative Update 

State Budget Passes 
On October 24, 2017, the CT legislative leaders announced that they had reached a bipartisan agreement on the state 

budget.  Connecticut had been operating on the austere Executive Order as required when no budget is in place.  

The Senate met on the evening of 10/25/17 and passed the budget with a vote of 33 to 3.  The House met on 10/26/17 

and passed the budget with a vote of 126-23.  

With the new deficits occurring due to a decrease in revenue, there may be further changes to come. The next  

legislative session is February 7, 2018 through May 9, 2018. This is a short session.  

The Custody for Care Act that we followed last year became a Task Force to study post-adoption services and  

Voluntary Services of the Department of Children and Families; the Task Force is due to report on their findings in 

this coming session.  

Another bill to expand the access to original birth certificates for adult adoptees will be introduced this session to  

cover those adoptees prior to 1983. (A previous Act passed in 2014 allows those adopted after 10/1983 to obtain their 

original birth certificates.) There may also be another bill to expand grandparent visitation rights.  

FEDERAL 

The House of Representatives passed a tax reform bill which has significant differences from the Senate tax reform 

bill passed last week.  A Conference Committee has been set up to try to reconcile the differences to combine the two 

bills for passage.   

Due to the advocacy of groups nationally, the Adoption Tax Credit was saved in both versions of the bill; the  

employer deduction for those employers who help families with adoption fees will end.  

Congress quickly voted on a Continuing Resolution December 7th to keep the government from a shutdown. This  

extends the FY2018 funding until December 22nd. Another Continuing Resolution may be needed to extend the bill.  

Child Welfare advocates are concerned that the Social Services Block Grant and the Promoting Safe and Stable  

Families would see severe budget cuts that could be devastating to social services.  
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https://cafafct.org/

