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HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

The Board of Directors and staff at the Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive  

Families would like to wish you and your family a Happy Holiday season! 

Are you an experienced  

Foster Parent? 
 

Are you an experienced  

Relative Foster Parent? 
 

When you were newly  

Licensed, do you remember all the  

questions you had when your first foster 

child came into your home? 
 

Do you remember wondering what  

resources were  

available to you? 
 

Do you remember thinking, ñIf only I had 

another foster parent to talk to who has 

shared the same  

experience?ò 
 

If you remember all of these times, then 

you might enjoy being a buddy! 

 

Are you interested in being a  

Foster Parent?  

An Adoptive Parent?  

Want to know how you could  

become a Kinship Family? 

Call 1.888.KID-HERO  
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Support newly licensed families! 

BE A BUDDY 

Training and stipend provided 
 

Call Wendy Sander,  

Peer Network Coordinator at 1-800-861-8838  

Or email wendy.sander@cafafct.org 
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Happy Winter to All: 

  As autumn turns to winter we hope all of 

you are enjoying the change in seasons and  

preparing for some snow and cold weather.  We 

have enjoyed supporting foster, adoptive and  

relative families in so many ways.  We had lots of 

fun events in October and November including 

pumpkin picking, apple picking and museum visits.  

We also spent November 5, 2016 with several  

pediatricians and a school nurse to discuss chil-

drenôs mental health. Those that attended were 

very impressed by the dedication of the  

professionals from the American Academy of  

Pediatrics Connecticut Chapter who made the day 

fun as well as informative.   

Post licensing modules have been well attended and we continue to develop new 

topics for parents. We just launched our first Spanish online module! ñDomestic 

Violenceò  (Module 25). This module will soon be available online in English. 

Over 52 parents have already taken our first online class, ñPromoting Childrenôs 

Personal and Cultural Identityò (Module 7). We also have two new modules on 

our web site for ñin personò classes ñExplaining Adoption to Your Children, 

Family and Friendsò (Module 31) and ñABCs of Attachmentò (Module 32).  We 

also recently posted our winter and spring calendar of module sessions on our 

site. Check it out at http://cafafct.org/our-services/foster-and-adoptive-training/

post-licensing-training/ 

  

 We ask those of you that attend ñin personò modules as well as those of 

you who have tried our online modules to let us know your thoughts and ideas.  

The more information and support we can offer, the better.  We love to hear from 

foster, adoptive and relative families!  

 Mark your calendars for our 22nd annual conference May 5-6, 2017 at 

Trumbull Marriott Hotel.  Registration is coming soon!  And those of you with 

teen girls, Avenue of Dreams Prom Dress event is already scheduled for March 

18, 2017 at Mystic Marriott.  Save the dates! 

  From all of us at CAFAF, we wish you a cozy and happy winter and 

holiday season! 
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Communiqu® is published in 

both English and Spanish  

language four times a year by the 

Connecticut Alliance of  

Foster and Adoptive Families, 

Inc. CAFAF is a non-profit  

organization devoted to the 

strengthening of foster,  

adoptive and relative care  

providers through support,  
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The Alliance would like to thank the 

Connecticut Department of  

Children and Families for the  

funding we receive. 
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 Park Pass Satisfaction Survey  
 

T hank you to all the families who responded to the Park Pass Survey.   
There were 674 state park passes distributed for the summer of 2016.  

Each of the families received a satisfaction questionnaire. Of the 674 surveys  

distributed, CAFAF received 227 completed responses. (33.6% response rate)   

99% of families responding were appreciative of the free pass for the summer 

season.  91% of families were able to use the park pass during the summer.   

Almost 10% even visited more than 15 times during the season!   

Overwhelmingly, responders said that they did not want to lose the state park 

passes in the future, but that if we were unable to make those arrangements,  

either Six Flags or Lake Compounce was their preferred choice of alternate  

activity.    

As we go to print, CAFAF has launched a Six Flags offer for the summer season.  

We do plan to try to offer state park passes again for the summer of 2017, if we 

are able to make those arrangements with CT Department of Energy & Environ-

mental Protection.  Stay Tuned!           

 

-Jennifer Rivera, Retention Specialist 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.sixflags.com/newengland
https://www.lakecompounce.com/
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
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SEARCH FOR VOLUNTEERS  
1)  Fairy Glam Mothersï Will be the group leader for the girls, helping with dress selections and guiding 

them to the event activities.  

 

2) Dressing Room Attendantsï Organize/maintain dressing room area and notify girls about where they 

can find their dress size. 

 

3) Shoes and Accessory Volunteersï Distribute jewelry items, assist girls in selecting their appropriate 

shoe size and ensure that the shoe area is tidy. 

  

We are seeking volunteers who will: 

-          Serve as positive role models and encourage the girls throughout the event 

-          Serve as a resource during the event (answering questions, assisting them, etc.) 

-          Have patience 

-          Have fun! 

-          Note: Due to the protection of foster girls in  foster care, photos and videos of any sort with 

the girls are prohibited at the event.  

 

If you or someone you know is interested in volunteering for this great event, please reach out to 

Catherine Rose, Outreach Coordinator by calling 860-258-3400 or by e-mailing  

Catherine.rose@cafafct.org.  
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Legislative Update  

 

        

        

        

        

             

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝŎǳǘ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ пΣ нлмт ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ тΣ нлмтΦ  

 

/ƻƴƴŜŎǝŎǳǘ {ǘŀǘŜ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ нлмс 

 ά!ƴ !Ŏǘ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ŀ bƻǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ CƻǎǘŜǊ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ wŜƭŀǝǾŜ /ŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊǎέΣ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ /!C!CΣ ōŜŎŀƳŜ  

tǳōƭƛŎ !Ŏǘ bƻΦ мс-мм ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мΣ нлмтΦ  .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ άǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎέ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜ ŎŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ƘƻƳŜΣ ƻǊ ǳǇƻƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ōȅ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  /!C!C ǳǊƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǊƛƎƘǘǎέ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ 

άǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎέ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΦ  aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎέ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 5/C ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜǎΣ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

ōȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΣ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜ ŎŀǊŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ  

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǊŜΦ  

{.мупΣ ά!ƴ !Ŏǘ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ bŜŜŘ ƻŦ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎέ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлмс ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǎǎΦ ! ƴŜǿ 

ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ōƛƭƭ ƛǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмт ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝƻƴΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ ά/ǳǎǘƻŘȅ ŦƻǊ /ŀǊŜέ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŎǳǎǘƻŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀŘƻǇǝǾŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 5/CΣ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŎǳǎǘƻŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ  

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊƛƭȅΦ 5/C Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ  

ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ    

!ƴǝŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝŎǳǘ !ŎǝǾƛǘȅ нлмт 

/ƻƴƴŜŎǝŎǳǘΩǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ пΣ нлмт ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ wŜƎǳƭŀǊ {ŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ    

!ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ōǳŘƎŜǘ Ŏǳǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƴŜƎŀǝǾŜƭȅ ŀũŜŎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ   

!ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǘǊŀƛƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ 

/ƻƴƴŜŎǝŎǳǘ WǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ όά/W¢{έύ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŜũŜŎǘ ƻƴ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ ƧǳǎǝŎŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ  

[ŜƎƛǎƭŀǝƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǊŜƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎέ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƧǳǎǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ  

¢ŜǊƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ tŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ wƛƎƘǘǎ όά¢twέύ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ 5/CΩǎ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  
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Legislative Update  
 

 ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ нлмс 

/ƻƴƴŜŎǝŎǳǘ ¦{ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ aǳǊǇƘȅ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ aŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ wŜŦƻǊƳ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ нлмс ό{ нсулύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƛƭƭ ƘŀŘ  

ōƛ-ǇŀǊǝǎŀƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нмǎǘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ /ǳǊŜǎ !ŎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мнΣ нлмсΦ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

hōŀƳŀ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ нмǎǘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ /ǳǊŜǎ !Ŏǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ моΣ нлмсΦ  !ƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ !Ŏǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǳǎŜ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ  Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘΣ ōȅ ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ ŀƴ  

LƴǘŜǊ-5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘŀƭ {ŜǊƛƻǳǎ aŜƴǘŀƭ LƭƭƴŜǎǎ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻŦ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ  

/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ōŜǧŜǊ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŜƳƻǝƻƴŀƭ  

ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭŀǿ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ƻŦ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мΣ нлмфΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ aŜŘƛŎŀƛŘ-ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǇŀǝŜƴǘ ǇǎȅŎƘƛŀǘǊƛŎ 

ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎΣ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎǝŎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ  

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǳǎŜ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊ ǇŀǊƛǘȅ  

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ CƛǊǎǘ tǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ !Ŏǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Ǉŀǎǎ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ǊŜŎŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƛƭƭ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ōǳǘ ǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ {ŜƴŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлмс ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭƭΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǧŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нмǎǘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ /ǳǊŜǎ !ŎǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ 

ōƛƭƭ ŀƊŜǊ ŀ  ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ ǎŜƴŀǘƻǊǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ нмǎǘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ /ǳǊŜǎ !Ŏǘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ  

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ hōŀƳŀΦ ! ƭŀǎǘ-ŘƛǘŎƘ ŜũƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ άCŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ CƛǊǎǘέ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ wŜǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŦǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜ ǿŀǎ ōƭƻŎƪŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƘŀƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ 

ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƭƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōƛƭƭ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ  

ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜΦ  

Lǘ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƭȅ ǾŜǊȅ ǳƴŎƭŜŀǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ōƛƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ   

¢ǿƻ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝƻƴ ό{ŜƴŀǘŜ { фрл ŀƴŘ IƻǳǎŜ Iwнпопύ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ !ŘƻǇǝƻƴ ¢ŀȄ /ǊŜŘƛǘΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ǘŀȄ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ άǊŜŦǳƴŘŀōƭŜΦέ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ōƛƭƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǾƻǘŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŜƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мсΣ нлмсΦ  

/!C!C ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀǎ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƭŀǿ ŘƛŎǘŀǘŜǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƻǇǝǾŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ  

/!C!C ŀǎƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǎǘŜǊΣ ŀŘƻǇǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǘŀȅ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ 
ƭŜǾŜƭΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ DƻƻŘǊƛŘƎŜ ŀǘ όуслύ нру-оплл 
ƻǊ ŎŀǊƻƭȅƴΦƎƻƻŘǊƛŘƎŜϪŎŀŦŀŦŎǘΦƻǊƎ 

mailto:carolyn.goodridge@cafafct.org
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Items of Interest  
View this spoken word piece by a former foster youth:  

The Me I Once Was 

 

Listen to this incredible podcast, called, The Day I Aged Out. This half hour show is on aging out of 

foster care. This show provides a realistic glimpse of many of the struggles that kids face while they 

are in the welfare system and how they are left to manage on their own.  

 

Check out this blog by the Fletchers. It is about their journey as foster & adoptive parents. These 

parents have adopted 12 children in 12 years.  

 

Check out this article on DCF & its Heart Gallery.  This Heart Gallery program has been in place 

for over a decade and provides prospective families with photographs and stories in its effort to 

personalize the adoption process and find forever families in the communities in which they  

currently live.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PYUpdXnFSc8&mc_cid=eacf9cd3aa&mc_eid=498cbe907a
http://adoptingteensandtweens.com/2016/10/30/the-day-i-aged-out-with-film-maker-bryan-tucker/
http://fletcherclan.blogspot.com/
http://www.journalinquirer.com/connecticut_and_region/dcf-emphasizing-its-heart-gallery-in-effort-to-find-adoptive/article_40540cc0-a115-11e6-8b81-c3a918dea6d2.html
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FALL EVENTS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Amanda Brown family enjoyed a performance 

of Click, Clack, Moo at the Bushnell Center for  

Performing Arts.  
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FALL EVENTS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 We would like to thank all the wonderful community sponsors and assistants who 

helped make the Trunk-or-Treat event a huge success.  

 Special thanks to the Manchester area Dunkin Donuts, Columbia Dental,  

Primary Residential Mortgage Inc. and Chuck-E-Cheese for their donations and  

volunteers. This would not be possible without their generosity.   
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 DONATION DRIVES  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

          

        

        

     

      

T rinity Perez, a student at the Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts  

generously donated hats & scarves to the Connecticut Alliance of Foster & Adoptive 

Families. 

BIG THANK YOU TO  

KINDERCARE FOR HOLDING A 

HOLIDAY TOY DRIVE FOR CAFAF 

http://www.kindercare.com/our-centers/rocky-hill/ct/301661
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 DONATION DRIVES  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

       

      

Special thanks to the Community Health Network of Connecticut for their toy  

donations to CAFAF this holiday season.  

http://www.chnct.org/
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 DONATION DRIVES  

A  special thank you to Dunkinô Donuts. From December 4th-December 10th,  

select Dunkinô Donuts held a holiday Toy Drive for CAFAF.  Individuals who brought 

in a new and unwrapped toy received a free hot or iced coffee from Dunkin Donuts.  

 

Participating stores where: 

Meriden 

Cheshire 

Durham 

Middlefield  

Middletown 

Cromwell 

Portland 

East Hampton 

Vernon 

Rockville 

Tolland 

Coventry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to the generous donations 

and holiday spirit within the community 

this season. 

https://www.dunkindonuts.com/dunkindonuts/en.html/
https://www.dunkindonuts.com/dunkindonuts/en.html/

