
  

 

 

 

C O M M U N I Q U É  

Summer 2019 

HAPPY SUMMER 
The Board of Directors and staff at the Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive  
Families would like to wish you and your family a happy and healthy summer!  

Support newly licensed families! 
BE A BUDDY 

Training and stipend provided 
 

Are you an experienced  
Foster Parent? 

 

Are you an experienced  
Relative Foster Parent? 

 

When you were newly  
Licensed, do you remember all the  

questions you had when your first foster child 
came into your home? 

 

Do you remember wondering what  
resources were  
available to you? 

 

Do you remember thinking, ñIf only I had 
another foster parent to talk to who has shared 

the same  
experience?ò 

 

If you remember all of these times, then you 
might enjoy being a buddy! 

 
Call Wendy Sander,  

Peer Network Coordinator at  
1-800-861-8838  

Or email wendy.sander@cafafct.org 

Are you interested in being a  
Foster Parent?  

An Adoptive Parent?  
Want to know how you could  
become a Kinship Family? 
Call 1.888.KID-HERO  
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&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ $ÅÓË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ 

Summer is here at last!  

  Finally!  I was beginning to wonder if a real 
spring and real summer would ever arrive.    

 We plan to have a very busy summer.  We shared 
last issue that CAFAF was selected to receive a grant to 
improve our post-licensing trainings and upgrade our  

technology with the aim to increase our services for foster 
and adoptive families.  Over the summer we will be  

developing two (2) new online post-licensing trainings.   

   The first is a training on empathetically sup-
porting LGBTQ youth and their families while youth are 

in foster care.  Most foster parents, if they remain foster 
parents for any length of time, will be asked to invite into 

their homes, youth who identify as lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, 

transgender or queer.  This may bring unique situations 
and dialogue and our hope is that this online module will 

support foster parents in this way.    

The second module will be a discussion about fatherhood and adoption 

and how foster and adoptive dads can and do have unique impacts on both the  

children and youth.   

In addition, we will be working behind the scenes on ways to make  

CAFAFôs web site more interactive for foster and adoptive families, increasing 
ways to make our site able to interact with smart phone technology and increase 
efficiency for all.  Stay tuned! 

We will also be planning the ways in which we will celebrate our 25 year 

anniversary during 2020.  If any of our families are interested in helping us plan 

and prepare, please reach out to me.   

 Our 2019 Summer and Fall Post-Licensing in-person training schedule 
will be published very soon.  Please check the web site.      

 

SAVE THE DATE: Avenue of Dreams 2020: 3/14/2020 at Trumbull Marriott  

 Have a safe and fun Summer!   

 

        

 Margaret Doherty 

 Executive Director 

 

 

          

 

Board of Directors 

Communiqu® is published in 
both English and Spanish  
language four times a year by the 
Connecticut Alliance of  
Foster and Adoptive Families, 
Inc. CAFAF is a non-profit  
organization devoted to the 
strengthening of foster,  
adoptive and relative care  
families through support,  
training, and advocacy with the 
aim of nurturing child  
safety, well being and stability in 
partnership with child  
welfare professionals and the  
community. 

The Alliance would like to thank 
the Connecticut Department of  
Children and Families for the  
funding we receive. 

Garrett (Gary) Gizowski 
President 

 
Cathy  Gentile-Doyle 
Vice President 

 
Mike Burns 

Secretary/Treasurer 
 

Amy Kennedy 
Director 

https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/bdrct-trumbull-marriott-shelton/
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2019 CAFAF ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

CAFAFôs 24th Annual Conference, ñFostering Future Leadersò was held on May 3rd and 4th at the Stamford Marriott 

and Spa in Stamford, CT.  There were over 500 registered foster,  

adoptive parents, relative caregivers, DCF Members and Community Partners in attendance.  

https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/stfct-stamford-marriott-hotel-and-spa/
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/stfct-stamford-marriott-hotel-and-spa/
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2019 CAFAF ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pdsoros.org/meet-the-fellows/haoyang-carl-jiang
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2019 ANNUAL CAFAF CONFERENCE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Thanks to the organizations that donated raffle items to 

the 24th Annual CAFAF Conference.  

Congratulations to CAFAF Buddy Karl Minges and his husband Mike 

Urban and their family on the adoption of Audrey!  

https://ctsciencecenter.org/
https://www.thewadsworth.org/
http://www.mysticaquarium.org/
https://www.milb.com/connecticut
https://newhavensymphony.org/
https://www.costco.com/
https://www.jordans.com/content/attractions/it
http://www.stewleonards.com/
https://www.thecheesecakefactory.com/
https://www.marriott.com/hotels/hotel-information/restaurant/stfct-stamford-marriott-hotel-and-spa/?fbclid=IwAR2_MevdIr-hcjNKUaxq1s0js09-T0tlGDJIWbh88cEXnrAfTC0BAprECWM
https://spaviadayspa.com/
https://www.thecapitalgrille.com/home
https://www.oliostamford.com/
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CAFAF EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Region 6 had 44 families join ñWeekend For a Lifetimeò in  
collaboration with Therapeutic Foster Care (TFC). This was a 
Pilot Program modeled after Rhode Island and was funded  
federally. The families had to complete training prior to  
attending this weekend and they will also have some post  
weekend training to complete. The intent was to expedite  
licensing to meet the urgent need for families. Everyone in The 
Department, CAFAF Liaisons and families worked very hard 
to make this a success.  

WEEKEND FOR A LIFETIME  

REGION 6 
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After 4 months of planning, creating the curriculum and organizing, the 
inaugural ñWeekend for a Lifetimeò training event began on Friday after-
noon, March 29th  in Norwich. Forty Eight prospective foster and adoptive 
families from Region 3 catchment areas, covering the Middletown, Nor-
wich and Willimantic Offices, as well as the partner therapeutic agencies, 
Waterford Country School, CRI, CHR and CCP began their train-
ing.   Families completed 17 hours of pre-licensing training along with 
vital paperwork needed for the licensing process before leaving on Sunday 
afternoon. Some participants were even able to meet their licensing work-
ers during this weekend. 

This opportunity gave families the ability to complete a major portion of 
the necessary training as compressed learning even though the families 
had to complete many tasks & trainings independently prior to the 
event.  After the weekend, the remaining 30 hours of trainings still needed 
to be completed. This compressed learning gave many families the oppor-
tunity to work towards licensing that they might not have otherwise been 
able to complete in the traditional 10+ week training module. There were 
single parent homes with active children schedules, 2 parent homes that 
work different shifts, families unable to alter their schedules or take con-
secutive weeknights or Saturdays off from work for 10+ weeks and some 
kinship families who were switching their licenses to foster care or adop-
tion. ñWeekend for a Lifetimeò was a great success and all Regions have 
held or will be holding this event throughout the state.     Emily enjoyed the tickets to the Mohegan 

Sun, CT Sun game provided by CAFAF.  

Special thanks to Stop and Shop for their generous  

donation of candy and products over the Easter holiday.  

https://mohegansun.com/connecticut-sun.html
https://cafafct.org/
https://stopandshop.com/
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CAFAF EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On, Saturday, March 4, the Connecticut  

Alliance of Foster and Adoptive Families 

held a booth at the Westport Weston Co-ops 

14th annual Touch a Truck event. The event 

included a number of food trucks, face  

painting, music and more.  

On May 11, 2019, the Connecticut Alliance of Foster 

and Adoptive Families held a booth at the Plainville 

Family Fest; the admission free annual event is fun for 

the entire family.  

On June 1 and 2, the Connecticut Alliance of Foster 

and Adoptive Families had a booth at the 33rd annual  

Celebrate West Hartford.  The festival provides  

attendees with a wide range of family activities, food,  

entertainment, games, carnival rides and more.  

On April 27 and 28, families had the  

opportunity to attend the NAPA Spring Sizzler at 

the Stafford Springs Speedway.  

On Saturday, May 11, 25 tickets were used by CAFAF 

families to attend the Hartford Yard Goats game as 

part of the Dunkin Dugout. Additionally, each person 

received souvenirs and a group photo.  

On Tuesday, May 7, CAFAF hosted a movie event in 

partnership with OnBuzz Media and Ticket to Dream 

in which families attended Fridayôs Child to promote 

awareness about youth aging out of care.  

 With the SeaQuest Cares program, foster children  

receive year round free admission. Contact Suzanne 

Ponelli, Program Coordinator for more. 

Phone: 203-528-2961 

E-mail: suzanne.ponelli@visitseaquest.com  
Be sure to check your e-mail in the coming weeks for  

tickets to the Connecticut Science Center, as well as 

the Maritime Museum. Tickets are limited and are on 

a first come first serve basis.  
Big Y is offering a 10% discount to currently licensed foster families on the last 

Monday of Each Month! Contact Jacqueline Ford to enroll at  

jacqueline.ford@ct.gov. 

**Must have an active BIG Y Savings Card to qualify** 

Regular tickets to CT Sun games. Tickets 

are free, but registration is always  

required.  

https://cafafct.org/
https://cafafct.org/
https://www.westportwestoncoop.org/news-events
https://www.westportwestoncoop.org/news-events
https://cafafct.org/
https://cafafct.org/
https://www.plainvillefamilyfest.net/
https://www.plainvillefamilyfest.net/
https://cafafct.org/
https://cafafct.org/
https://www.westhartfordct.gov/gov/departments/leisure/celebrate/
https://www.staffordmotorspeedway.com/2019-napa-spring-sizzler-event-tickets/
https://www.milb.com/hartford
https://www.milb.com/hartford/ballpark/dunkin-dugout
https://onbuzz.com/
https://www.tickettodream.org/
https://onbuzz.tugg.com/events/friday-s-child-d0vn?fbclid=IwAR1rPp31oh7PoW7pa4TVoh_02yGCkB-olZEfFwHyomdiNnoqtc-tFVEUiuA
https://onbuzz.tugg.com/events/friday-s-child-d0vn?fbclid=IwAR1rPp31oh7PoW7pa4TVoh_02yGCkB-olZEfFwHyomdiNnoqtc-tFVEUiuA
https://visitseaquest.com/
https://visitseaquest.com/seaquest-cares/
https://ctsciencecenter.org/
https://www.maritimeaquarium.org/
https://www.bigy.com/
https://www.bigy.com/
https://mohegansun.com/connecticut-sun.html
https://mohegansun.com/connecticut-sun.html
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REGISTERING FOR CAFAF EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First, enter personal information; name and e-mail  

address, phone number and e-mail where you can be 

reached and proceed to answer remaining questions.  

Note who the offer is valid for.   

Proceed to enter guest information. This is also where it 

indicates how many tickets are allotted per family.  

Answer customized questions showing that you have 

read and understand the terms and conditions related to 

purchasing tickets and registering for the event.  

Click register at the bottom of the page. Your  

registration is complete once you have received an   

e-mail from Constant Contact and a confirmation from 

the outreach coordinator.  

Once registration is full,  you will be shown a screen 

indicating registration is closed and that the registration 

limit has been met . 

 

 

CAFAF would like to remind its community that when we have tickets to events, 

they are in limited supply. They are on a first come first serve basis due to a  

number of factors depending on the event or conference. All information about 

upcoming events can be found under our events calendar. You will also find  

information about workshops and conferences under upcoming events.  

Typically there are a pre-set number of tickets per family. This is so that CAFAF 

may continue offering various activities and to ensure that we can serve as many 

families as we can. Please do not have multiple family members purchasing  

tickets for the same family.  


