
  

 

 

 

C O M M U N I Q U É  

Fall 2017 

HAPPY AUTUMN  
The Board of Directors and staff at the Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive  

Families would like to wish you and your family a happy Fall season!  

Are you an experienced  

Foster Parent? 
 

Are you an experienced  

Relative Foster Parent? 
 

When you were newly  

Licensed, do you remember all the  

questions you had when your first foster 

child came into your home? 
 

Do you remember wondering what  

resources were  

available to you? 
 

Do you remember thinking, ñIf only I had 

another foster parent to talk to who has 

shared the same  

experience?ò 
 

If you remember all of these times, then 

you might enjoy being a buddy! 

 

Are you interested in being a  

Foster Parent?  

An Adoptive Parent?  

Want to know how you could  

become a Kinship Family? 

Call 1.888.KID-HERO  
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Call Wendy Sander,  

Peer Network Coordinator at 1-800-861-8838  

Or email wendy.sander@cafafct.org 
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Support newly licensed families! 

BE A BUDDY 

Training and stipend provided 

https://cafafct.org/
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Happy Autumn 2017! 

 

We hope that everyone had a fun summer 

with time for relaxation and fun.   

We also hope that the many families that 

requested and obtained Six Flags passes 

and State Park passes utilized them to the 

fullest extent.  We will be contacting those 

of you who received passes shortly to 

complete a brief survey of what worked 

for you and what did not.   

We are very happy to report that over the 

summer, we helped to distribute new  

suitcases to over 400 children in DCF care 

through a remarkable donation from our 

friends at Priceline.Com.   

Employees at both their world headquarters in Norwalk as well as 

their employees elsewhere, including Canada, donated these items.  

See inside for fun photos!   

With the arrival of Fall, now is the time to gear up for lots of Post Li-

censing Training modules and other educational and supportive op-

portunities.  On Saturday October 7th, we will host a one-day sympo-

sium on supporting teens as they prepare to transition out of DCF 

care entitled ñFostering Tweens & Teens: What they wish we knew.ò  

We will meet at the Trumbull Marriott and more details will be 

shared soon.   

Also, save the dates of May 4-5, 2018 for CAFAFôs 23nd Annual 

Conference at Mystic Marriot. 

Please see inside for more fun activities planned for Fall.   

CAFAF Staff, Buddies and members of our board of directors wish 

you all a safe and nurturing Fall.   
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Communiqu® is published in 

both English and Spanish  

language four times a year by the 

Connecticut Alliance of  

Foster and Adoptive Families, 

Inc. CAFAF is a non-profit  

organization devoted to the 

strengthening of foster,  

adoptive and relative care  

families through support,  

training, and advocacy with the 

aim of nurturing child  

safety, well being and stability in 

partnership with child  

welfare professionals and the  

community. 

The Alliance would like to thank 
the Connecticut Department of  
Children and Families for the  
funding we receive. 
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CAFAF SUMMER EVENTS  

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to one of our longtime partner, the  

Community Health Network and their supporters who managed to  

receive 100 backpacks for kids in foster care and donated them to  

CAFAF.  

Huge thank you to Priceline for their  

generous donation of suitcases to support 

youth in foster care.  

http://www.chnct.org/
https://www.priceline.com/home/
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CAFAF SUMMER EVENTS CONTINUED  
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CAFAF SUMMER EVENTS CONTINUED  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to H3 Pet Supply for 

once again holding a donation  

drive-this time for school supplies and 

new backpacks that will  

benefit the Milford and New  

Haven areas through CAFAF.  

This above Torrington family took advantage of donated basketball tickets to the Mohegan 

Sun Basketball game. They enjoyed the game, and being there gave them the opportunity to  

enjoy the Kid Quest/Cyber Quest activities provided in Mohegan Sun. The foster mom & 

dad are grateful to have had this opportunity for their children as an end of Summer treat. 

Special Thank You to Mohegan Sun for allowing some of our families to attend the August 

23rd and 25th games.  

http://h3petsupply.com/
https://cafafct.org/
https://mohegansun.com/connecticut-sun.html
https://mohegansun.com/connecticut-sun.html
https://www.kidsquest.com/amenity/cyber-quest/
https://mohegansun.com/
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UPCOMING CAFAF EVENTS  

 

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING DONATIONS FOR THE 2018 

ñAVENUE OF DREAMSò 

At the ñAvenue of Dreamsò event, we provide foster and adopted girls with free prom dresses, shoes, 

makeup and accessories to ensure that they are prom ready. We are currently accepting prom dresses, 

accessory and makeup donations. We are also in need of PLUS size prom dresses. We are also seeking 

service providers from the hair and makeup industries to give makeovers  

during the event. Additionally, this year, in 2018, we are looking to open up the event to young men as 

well. To ensure that success, we are also looking for donations of tuxedos, tuxedo jackets, suit 

pants, ties, bow ties and shoes. We are also looking for volunteers and barbers.  

For more information, please call Catherine at the CAFAF office at 860-258-3400 or by  

e-mailing Catherine.rose@cafafct.org.  

https://cafafct.org/event/save-date-cafaf-avenue-dreams/?instance_id=20
https://cafafct.org/event/save-date-cafaf-avenue-dreams/?instance_id=20
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UPCOMING CAFAF EVENTS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click Here To Register  

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?CAFAF/f5e7183282/TEST/ef2e1ee555/llr=fwg4dcgab&oeidk=a07eeke4cknf2b3a1f7
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UPCOMING CAFAF EVENTS  

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

AVENUE OF DREAMS 2018 

SATURDAY, MARCH 24, 2018  

AT THE PRATT & WHITNEY STADIUM 

EAST HARTFORD, CT  

VOLUNTEERS WANTED!!!  

WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR THE FOLLOWING VOLUNTEERS TO 

HELP SUPPORT THE 2018  

AVENUE OF DREAMS PROM EVENT.  

-BARBERS 

-HAIRSTYLISTS 

-MAKEUP ARTISTS 

-FAIRY GLAM MOTHERS  

-SHINING KNIGHTS  

-DRESSING ROOM ATTENDANTS  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR  TO 

VOLUNTEER, PLEASE E-MAIL THE 

OUTREACH COORDINATOR AT 

CATHERINE.ROSE@CAFAFCT.ORG 

https://cafafct.org/event/save-date-cafaf-avenue-dreams/?instance_id=20
http://www.rentschlerfield.com/
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FALL ACTIVITIES AROUND CONNECTICUT  

Looking for fun and exciting activities to do this fall season? We have got you covered!  

 

1) Go on a Connecticut Corn Maze Adventure 

2) Visit a Fall Fair/Festival 

3) Take a lovely scenic foliage drive 

4) Go leaf peeping  

5) Cruise down the Connecticut River  

6) Pick Your Own Fruit 

7) Visit a farmerôs market 

8) Visit a tea room 

9) Indulge in Connecticut Restaurant Week 

10) Enjoy the Connecticut Chocolate Trail 

11)  Visit some of Connecticutôs Old Historic Barns 

12)  Take a day trip to Olde Mistick Village 

13) Visit some of Connecticutôs Haunted Attractions   

14) Visit some great hiking locations 

15) Hike part of the Appalachian Trail  

16) View fall events, hiking trails and mountaineering through the Connecticut Chapter of the  

Appalachian Mountain Club  

 

 

http://connecticutlifestyles.com/connecticut-corn-maze-adventures/
http://connecticutlifestyles.com/fall-fairs-festivals-connecticut/
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2697&q=322758&deepNav_GID=1631
http://www.depdata.ct.gov/forestry/foliage/foliagemap.htm
http://ladykatecruises.com/sunday-brunch/
http://www.pickyourown.org/CT.htm
http://www.ctnofa.org/FarmersMarkets.htm
http://www.connecticutmag.com/food-drink/tea-houses-in-connecticut/article_a5e6f33b-3d1d-5e3e-adf5-b8aa89d884f6.html
http://www.connecticutrestaurantweek.com/connecticut-restaurant-week/
http://www.ctvisit.com/articles/connecticuts-sweet-spots-connecticut-chocolate-trail
http://connecticutbarns.org/
http://oldemistickvillage.com/
http://wtnh.com/2014/10/02/connecticuts-haunted-attractions/
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2697&q=322766&deepNav_GID=1631
https://www.ctwoodlands.org/blue-blazed-hiking-trails/appalachian-trail
http://www.ct-amc.org/ct/index.shtm
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HELPFUL RESOURCES  

 

 

TOP 8 WAYS TO HELP YOUR FOSTER CHILD IN SCHOOL 

 

10 WAYS TEACHERS CAN HELP STUDENTS FROM FOSTER CARE 

 

5 DOôS AND DONôTS WHEN HELPING YOUR FOSTER CHILDREN IN SCHOOL 

 

SCHOOLS AND PARENTS, PART ONE 

 

CHALLENGES FOSTER CHILDREN FACE WHILE IN SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All articles courtesy of Dr. John Degarmo 

Now that school is back in session and back in full swing; here are some helpful 

articles and links to help with that transition.   

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dr-john-degarmo/top-8-ways-to-help-your-f_b_11593966.html
http://redtri.com/10-ways-teachers-can-help-students-from-foster-care/slide/1
https://expertbeacon.com/foster-parents-must-be-involved-school-help-kids-succeed/#.Wa60C8YpDcv
http://www.fosterfocusmag.com/articles/school-parents-part-one
https://www.scribd.com/document/159617098/The-Challenges-Foster-Children-Face-while-in-Public-Schools
http://www.drjohndegarmofostercare.com/
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2017 Legislative Update  

{¢!¢9 Dh±9wba9b¢ 

The Connecticut State Legislative was in session January 4th to June 7th of 2017.  

The Childrenôs Committee considered the Juan F. Consent Decree exit plan that had been set up by the 

court; both houses of the legislature decided to reject the exit plan.  

There were several bills presented this session to seek more oversight of DCF, with two bills to set up an 

Ombudsmanôs Office outside DCF which did not pass the House and two bills to have an Oversight Council 

which passed the House but did not pass the Senate.  

A bill that limits the ability of DCF to request DNA testing for infants under the Safe Haven law passed 

both houses and is now law. Public Act 17-18 allows DNA testing only if the birth parent reclaims the child 

within the time limit. This bill was initiated by a foster/adoptive parent.  

Please see CAFAFôs Summer Communique for a list of the remaining bills that passed and failed. 

Although leaders of both parties in the Senate and the House met with the Governor, no budget agreement 

was made before the end of the fiscal year, June 30th. The Governor issued an Executive Order to continue 

to run the state until a budget was reached. The caucuses have now projected a budget vote for the week of 

September 11th through the 15th.  

A rally was scheduled on September 7, 2017, organized in part by CT Community Nonprofit Alliance at the 

State Capitol to protect essential services.  A strong turnout was critical in underscoring to legislators the 

importance of protecting funding for community services.  Every day that goes by without a State budget, 

the pressure on nonprofits grows.  Nonprofits work with people who have behavioral health issues, feed the 

hungry, protect children, house the homeless, work with the developmentally disabled and much more.  

Each fall, CAFAF holds a legislative meeting to discuss potential bills for the next legislative session in the 

state. If any foster, relative or adoptive parent has an interest in potential legislation, please feel free to  

attend or contact CAFAF at 860-258-3400 and speak to Carolyn Goodridge with your ideas. We also  

invite other agencies to participate in this meeting who might have legislative bills that we may support.  

The meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 17th from 10-12 at the Connecticut Alliance of Foster and 

Adoptive Families. We hope to see you there!  

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

During this session, the House adopted a series of bipartisan child welfare bills. Five bills were taken from 

last yearôs Family First legislation that the House adopted but the Senate did not pass them. Taken together, 

the bills would speed up placements across state lines, improve regional partnerships and expand support for 

youth aging out of foster care. The bills have gone to the Senate where they may not pass individually, but 

they could pass as part of a larger package of legislation including a straight reauthorization of two Title  

IV-B programs. CAFAF will continue to track this and will report in a Legislative Update. 

The opioid crisis has had dire results on the foster care system nationwide. The Opioid Commission, chaired 

by Governor Chris Christie, issued an interim report in July with a final report due in October. Overall, the 

report shows proposals target more treatment than law enforcement.  
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2017 Legislative Update (contd.)  

At present, the changes to the Affordable Care Act are at a standstill. The Adoption Tax Credit is included 

in the Affordable Care Act.  Adoptive families are encouraged to send their stories to Congress to show the 

importance of the act. SavetheAdoptionTaxCredit website allows families to communicate directly with 

Congress.  

The Adoption Safe Families Act of 1997 built in adoption incentive funds for states. These funds were to be 

used for post-adoption services. The funding has been cut over the last five years, and there is a shortfall in 

the payments to the states. States have not received their funding in full for each year which lowers the  

funding for the following year. Without reauthorization by Congress, these incentive payments may be  

ended.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cafafct.org/

