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From the Desk
of the
Executive

Director

Spring 2023

‘We hope that you and your families had a warm and safe Winter. Personally, I am thrilled that Spring
has arrived and that we had a mild winter. I know snow lovers weren’t that happy, but I think many of us were
pleased.

We have quite a busy Spring planned for CAFAF families. The Connecticut Legislature is in full swing
and there are several important initiatives being considered. Here are some that CAFAF has supported, and
your voice can aid in making them become a reality:

« Increased funding for foster care reimbursement rates and a request that these rates be tied to inflation.

« Increased funding for billing rates for attorneys appointed to represent children in DCF care and custody.
Attorneys are paid $500 per case with very limited ability to bill for very limited additional services. Did you
know that these children’s attorneys cannot bill for speaking to a foster parent or responding to a foster parent’s
email? This is, in our view, absolutely outrageous. Foster parents ARE the experts for the children in their
home and how are the judges hearing their cases to know what the child is experiencing if their own lawyers
don't listen to their foster parents? Appointed children’s attorneys often leave the field because they financially
cannot continue to afford to do this work. Here is the link to the petition being circulated by most of these
attorneys: https://www.change.org/p/increase-the-assigned-counsel-for-the-connecticut-division-of-public-
defender-services/psf/promote_or_share?guest=new&short dis

«A proposal to permit DCF youth to continue to be represented by their attorneys after turning 18 years of age
despite still being in the care and custody of the Department.

eIncreasing the age of foster care past age 18, regardless of educational status or job training status for those that
want to remain in DCF care and custody.

«A re-examination and strengthening of the Foster Parent Bill of Rights (Proposed Bill 480) that was codified
back in 2016 when CAFAF wrote the Foster Parent Bill of Rights (Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-114f). That Bill of
Rights was amended at the last minute by the Legislature to a Bill of Privileges.

We recently celebrated another fabulous Avenue of Dreams prom readiness event at Rentschler Field!
Please see the photographs in this issue. We had a record number of sponsors and volunteers this year and
every youth who attended left happy, upbeat and with tons of goodies. We cannot thank enough the volunteers
who spent their entire Saturday with us to support these youth! They were absolutely devoted to seeing that
each youth looked and felt great! We don’t have 2024’s date or location just yet but plan for a Saturday in March
(ahead of prom season). Stay Tuned!!

We are also working on plans for our 2023 annual conference the first weekend in May, in honor of
Foster Care awareness month. Please mark your calendars for May 5-6 at the Heritage Hotel, Golf, Spa and
Conference Center in Southbury, CT. Registration will open soon. Please stay tuned.

Have a wonderful spring and enjoy the flowers!

Margaret Doherty
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Become a Buddy!

Are you an Experienced Foster Parent

When you were newly-licensed, do you remember all the questions you had when your first foster child
came into your home?

Do you remember wondering what resources were available to you?

Do you remember thinking if | only had another foster parent to talk to who has shared the same experi-
ences as me?

If you remember all of these times, then you might enjoy supporting newly licensed foster parents.

To learn more about becoming a CAFAF Buddy, call
the Buddy Coordinator at the number below!

Training and stipend are provided.

Do you feel like you need the support from a CAFAF Buddy?
You can call the Buddy Coordinator at the number below to ask

“‘\“!"l" about getting a CAFAF Buddy assigned to you for support.
- ': & : -
C A F A F Call Wendy Sander, Buddy Coordinator at 860-258-3400

coumecnout assce of At the Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive Families (CAFAF) Office.

FOSTER & ADGPTIVE PAMILIES
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Music Forward Foundation

The Music Forward Foundation has a $10,000 scholarship for young people that have experienced
homelessness or foster care called “The David E. Ballard Scholarship.”

You can learn more about the Foundation and scholarship at:
musicforwardfoundation.org/scholarships.
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Donation Announcements

The Congregational Church of
Brookfield donated attire for
Avenue of Dreams. Pictured is
Krystal Hernandez and Barbara
Crandall

Adath Israel Synagogue in Middletown hosted a formal attire
drive. Outreach Coordinator Krystal Hernandez is pictured with
the collected attire. This includes shoes, dresses, ties, and suits.
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Donation Announcements

Barbara Crandall from the Congregational Church
of Brookfield donated birthday bags to CAFAF

for our families. Pictured is Executive Director,
Margaret Doherty and Barbara Crandall.

Lauralton Hall High School in Milford collected
and donated dresses for Avenue of Dreams event.
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Annual Conference
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“Resilience in Belonging”

ﬂxrf Save the Date
CA FA F May 5-6, 2023
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Keynote/Plenary:

Click Here To Gaelin Elmore

Former Foster Youth/NFL Player

After a childhood filled with trauma
Reserve Your Room |[EEEEEEE-E Lt ENE EESERS
Gaelin believed that his izsuss would
be salved if ha became successful

or From college football to signing an MFL
contract, Gaslin was driven, aven

- "

GEt an Appl]:annn -'_';:-" arted. by thes assumption. It wasnt
until Gaelin achieved what hea thought
was “success” (making it to the NFL)

to be Presenter and/or [y
wrong &l slong. And so, Gaeslin retired

a Vﬂndﬂr a5 a l-.':':-'ll-l-\._'-. ra] T‘.r—.-_'; n his joumey of salf-

love, self-discovery, and belonging

28th Annual Conference. Save the Dates: May 5-6th at The
Heritage Hotel in Southbury, CT.

https://cafafct.org/
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Job Corps

Job Corps came to our Rocky Hill office with a group of youth to find
prom attire. Each youth left with something that they loved!
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Avenue of Dreams 2023

Avenue of Dreams 2023 was a success! The attendees left with smiles on their faces and
boosted self-confidence. Please stay tuned for information for Avenue of Dreams 2024.
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Community Support

urt D Heat
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For the 7th year, the Curt D. Heath Memorial Sock Drive has provided thousands of socks to
children in foster care. 11,748 pairs this year to be exact!! On behalf of the MANY feet and
families these will go to we would like to thank the Terranova family for organizing this huge
effort in honor of their daughters adoption, as well as 'Uncle Curt'. We would also like to thank
their family, many friends and the community in the Northeast corner and beyond for such
generous donations! Thank You!!!
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Community Support

CAFAF earned $70 from
patrons purchasing Stop and
Shop reusable bags at the
Rocky Hill, CT location during
February 2023. We thank you
for your support.

CAFAF has been selected to receive $1 from
every $2.50 reusable Community Bag sold during
the month of April 2023 at: Big Y 1030-1040 West
Elm Street, Rocky Hill CT.
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Regional Events

8 families attended the Bridgeport Islanders game on February 18th.
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CAFAF Outside the Office

CAFAF had a table at the 75th Annual CT Home and Remodeling Show March 3rd-5th.

If you know of anyone interested in foster care or adoption they can contact Kid Hero
at: 1-888-KID-HERO.
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Cand Aid donated 96 art kits. The art kits included brand new
Crayola crayons, markers, doodle pads, clay, colored pencils,
and more. Pictured are the individuals who helped design
these bags at WeHa Brewing.
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CAFAF will like to give a huge shout out to Cake4Kids! Cake4Kids has been
providing amazing cakes for our foster and adoptive families. Here are pictures
of some cakes they have made.
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Order a FREE cake for your child!

Cake4Kids provides free cakes, cupcakes, cookies,
bars, and brownies for foster children ages 1-24 for
the following events:

- Birthdays

« Graduations

- Adoptions

« Academic Awards
- Biological Parent
Reunifications

To request an order form, please contact Krystal

Hernandez at krystal.hernandez@cafafct.org
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Bikes for Kids is located in Essex, CT.
They repair donated bikes to later give
these bikes away with a helmet for
children.

Learn more at www.bikesforkidsct.org
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The Connecticut Alliance of Foster and
Adoptive Familes thanks the
Department of Children and Familes
for its support and funding!

DCF

CONNECTICUT

Happy Spring from the
CAFAF family!

AF
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