
  

 

 

 

C O M M U N I Q U É  

Summer 2018 

HAPPY SUMMER 
The Board of Directors and staff at the Connecticut Alliance of Foster and Adoptive  

Families would like to wish you and your family a happy and healthy summer season!  

Support newly licensed families! 

BE A BUDDY 

Training and stipend provided 

 

Are you an experienced  

Foster Parent? 
 

Are you an experienced  

Relative Foster Parent? 
 

When you were newly  

Licensed, do you remember all the  

questions you had when your first foster child 

came into your home? 
 

Do you remember wondering what  

resources were  

available to you? 
 

Do you remember thinking, ñIf only I had 

another foster parent to talk to who has shared 

the same  

experience?ò 
 

If you remember all of these times, then you 

might enjoy being a buddy! 

 

Call Wendy Sander,  

Peer Network Coordinator at  

1-800-861-8838  

Or email wendy.sander@cafafct.org 

Are you interested in being a  

Foster Parent?  

An Adoptive Parent?  

Want to know how you could  

become a Kinship Family? 

Call 1.888.KID-HERO  
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&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ $ÅÓË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ 

Welcome to summer from CAFAF:  

  We hope that everyone is happy that 

summer is here and that it will be a fun season 

for all of our families.   

 Congratulations to all the 2018 award 

winners!  On May 4, 2018 we awarded 14 

DCF Social Workers with the Social Worker 

of the Year and 12 Community Partner 

Awards.  On May 5, 2018 we recognized 14 

Foster / Adoptive Parents as award winners.  

Special thanks to all who attended our 23rd 

Annual conference and helped to make it one 

of our best to date.   

Special thanks to everyone who has taken the time to complete 2 of our 

very important surveys: the CAFAF Annual Satisfaction Survey and the 

2018 CAFAF Post-Licensing Training Preference Survey.  Your opinions 

and feedback matter to us.  We hope that you find that we listen and do our 

best to deliver what you need and want.   

If you havenôt yet weighed in, please click on the link here to be directed to 

our web site to complete these important surveys (both English and Spanish 

available).   

https://cafafct.org/?s=survey 

 Thank you for taking the time!!   

Please look inside for fun summer activities and camp information.   

   Stay tuned for information about upcoming educational/support 

symposiums that we are planning for the fall.  Based upon the feedback we 

have received so far, many of you have requested training in: handling diffi-

cult behaviors, Foster Parent and Foster Child Legal Rights and Responsi-

bilities From A to Z; ACEs (Adverse Childhood Experiences) (what is your 

score?) and Stress and Trauma reduction skills.  We will e-blast and email 

alerts when the dates and locations are confirmed.   

  From all of us at CAFAF, we wish you a fun and safe summer!  

Enjoy! 

 

Margaret Doherty 

Executive Director 

 

Board of Directors 

Amy Kennedy 

President 

 

Cathy  Gentile-Doyle 

Vice President 

 

Geralyn (Geri) Kogut 

Secretary 

 

Garrett (Gary) Gizowski 

Treasurer 

 

Mike Burns 

Director 

 

Rocio Chang-Angulo 

Director 
 

Communiqu® is published in 

both English and Spanish  

language four times a year by the 

Connecticut Alliance of  

Foster and Adoptive Families, 

Inc. CAFAF is a non-profit  

organization devoted to the 

strengthening of foster,  

adoptive and relative care  

families through support,  

training, and advocacy with the 

aim of nurturing child  

safety, well being and stability in 

partnership with child  

welfare professionals and the  

community. 

The Alliance would like to thank 
the Connecticut Department of  
Children and Families for the  
funding we receive. 

https://cafafct.org/?s=survey
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2018 Annual Conference 

2018 CAFAF OUTSTANDING FOSTER AWARDS 

 

 

 

 

CAFAFôS 23RD ANNUAL CONFERENCE, ñIF WE ONLY KNEW: THE LIFE OF A  

FOSTER CHILDò WAS HELD ON MAY 4th AND 5th AT THE MYSTIC MARRIOTT IN 

GROTON, CT. THERE WERE OVER 500 REGISTERED FOSTER, ADOPTIVE  

PARENTS, RELATIVE CAREGIVERS, DCF STAFF MEMBERS AND COMMUNITY  

PARTNERS IN ATTENDANCE.  

Bridgeport DCF                                

Andreanna C. Johnson-Sikorsky Aircraft-Community Partner  

William and Marie Wiggins-Foster Family 

Mark Brown-Social Worker  

Danbury DCF 

Caregiver Support Team-Community Partner 

Dacosta and Marcia Mayne-Foster Family 

Jennifer Bringham-Social Worker 

Hartford DCF 

Karen Clancy-Womenôs League Child Development Center 

Community Partner 

Petisa Norwood-Foster Family 

Abigail Ruiz-Social Worker  

Manchester DCF 

Gary Massaro-EvolutionAero-Community Partner 

Erin Andresen-Foster Family  

Clyde Mitchell-Social Worker 

Meriden DCF 

Steve Makoja-Meriden YMCA-Community Partner 

Betty Home-Red Thread-Community Partner 

Rick and Melanie Barbieri-Foster Family  

Leanor Hall-Social Worker  

Milford DCF 

Arthur and Ann Yost 

Woodmount United Church of Christ-Community Partner 

Patricia Blake-Foster Family 

Julie McDaniels-Social Worker  

Middletown DCF 

Diane Manson-Foster Family 

Marie Levesque-Social Worker  

 

New Britain DCF 

Brett Tiberio-Turnbridge-Community Partner 

Miguel Ortiz and Jacqueline Carrasquillo-Foster Family  

Amaris Mendez-Social Worker  

New Haven DCF 

Trinity Episcopal Church-Community Partner 

June Turpin-Foster Family 

Bill (William) Reese-Social Worker 

Norwalk DCF 

Dwayne and Juith Sullins-Foster Family 

Willis Powell-Social Worker  

Norwich DCF 

Saint Joseph School-Community Partner 

Saint Bernard School-Community Partner 

William and Juliann Cydylo-Foster Family 

Ann Barry-Social Worker  

Torrington DCF 

All-Storage-Torrington LLC-Community Partner 

Ron and Anne Gilbert-Foster Family 

Eric Smith-Social Worker 

Waterbury DCF 

Kimberly Lamoureux-Foster Family 

Renee Tousey-Social Worker  

Willimantic DCF 

Pomfretôs In Stitches-Community Partner 

Max and Jacklyn Freyer-Foster Family 

Jill Johnson-Social Worker  

https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/gonmm-mystic-marriott-hotel-and-spa/
https://www.lockheedmartin.com/en-us/capabilities/sikorsky.html
http://www.womensleaguecdc.org/
http://evoaero.com/
https://www.meridenymca.org/
https://www.woodmontucc.org/
https://www.tpaddictiontreatment.com/
http://trinitynewhaven.org/
https://www.allstarstorage.net/torrington-ct-self-storage.html
https://quiltnewengland.com/business-directory/name/pomfrets-in-stitches/
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2018 Annual Conference  
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CAFAF SPRING 2018 EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Region 2 had a great first half of 

the year. They learned about the 

latest child car seat laws 

at the Module 34 Child Seat 

Safety Training.  

The little ones had a great time 

at the Easter Egg hunt  

Hosted by Trinity Church in 

Seymour, CT.  

 

CAFAF Executive Director, Margaret 

Doherty (left) with her husband and Tiffany 

Haddish at the College Street Music Hall in 

New Haven. Tiffany donated $1,500.00 for 

suitcases to kids in care.   

Above:  

The Kobus Family represented the Meri-

den office by supporting the office color 

theme for DCF Lake Compounce Family 

Fun Day. This was a Statewide event that 

most of the offices participated in for Na-

tional Foster Care Month.  

Pictured at above:  

Miranda Sula wearing a dress and shoes 

from Avenue of Dreams receiving her Teen 

of the Year Award presented by Region 6 

during National Foster Care Month.  
Special thanks to Scene Art Bar in Unionville 

for holding a social paint night to support  

CAFAF. 20% of proceeds from the night went 

to support CAFAF.  

https://cafafct.org/our-services/foster-and-adoptive-training/post-licensing-training/
https://cafafct.org/our-services/foster-and-adoptive-training/post-licensing-training/
https://trinityseymourct.org/
https://trinityseymourct.org/
https://eventbritesites.com/tf/collegestreetmusichall
https://www.lakecompounce.com/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/fostercaremonth/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/fostercaremonth/
https://sceneartbar.com/
https://sceneartbar.com/
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UPCOMING CAFAF EVENTS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Contact Catherine Rose, outreach coordinator with questions. 

Phone: 860-258-3400 

E-mail: Catherine.rose@cafafct.org  

ENJOY A DAY AT THE DINOSAUR PLACE AT NATUREôS ART VILLAGE IN 

MONTVILLE, CT 

EXHIBITS INCLUDE: 

OVER 40 LIFE SIZED DINOSAURS ON 1.5 MILES OF PRISTINE NATURE 

TRAILS 

T-REX PLAYSCAPE 

MONTYôS DINO-SIZED PLAYGROUND  

Tickets are only $10.00 for DCF Licensed, foster, adoptive 

and relative families. Link to purchase tickets goes live on 

Monday, July 2 at 8:00 a.m. and will be e-blasted out.  

Tickets can only be used from 7/112018-9/4/2018 

COMING SOON!! 

TICKETS TO MARITIME AQUARIUM 

TICKETS ARE ONLY $5.00 FOR DCF LICENSED FOSTER, ADOPTIVE AND KINSHIP FAMILIES 

REGISTRATION FOR TICKETS GOES LIVE ON TUESDAY, JULY 24 AT NOON 

Tickets are on a first come, first serve basis. No refunds will be given for 

lost, stolen or misplaced tickets. The limit on tickets is six per household. 

All purchases are final.  

http://naturesartvillage.com/the-dinosaur-place/
https://www.townofmontville.org/
http://naturesartvillage.com/the-dinosaur-place/
https://www.maritimeaquarium.org/
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SUMMER CAMPS 

1) Camp Kesem at Yale University  

Camp Kesem provides a free weeklong summer camp for children whose parents have been affected 

by cancer.  

2) Camp Chinqueka in Torrington 

Camp Chinqueka is a traditional sleepaway summer camp for girls ages 6-16 on Mt. Tom Pond in Con-

necticut. They offer 2, 4, 6 and 8 week sessions. 

3) Camp Courantï in Hartford  

A free summer sanctuary for Hartford Children that enables them to develop positive relationships, 

learn and have fun.  

4) Camp Hazen in Chester 

A co-ed camp in Chester, CT that offers both an overnight and a day camp. They are visited by over 

1500 campers every summer.  

5) Winding Trails Day Camp in Farmington 

Winding Trails fosters the love of the outdoors and creates a sense of community, developing leader-

ship and life skills.  

6) Camp KO in West Hartford  

Summer day camp at Kingswood Oxford School in West Hartford. Boys and girls entering grades 5-11 

choose one specialty per week in either sports, academics or arts.  

7) Connecticut Basketball Academy in New Haven 

8) Camp Woodstock-in Woodstock Valley, CT. The friendship camp, offering overnight sessions 

9) Camp Jewel in Colebrook 

10) YMCA Camp Mohawk in Litchfield  

11) Greenwood TrailsðIn Winsted. Named one of the top 22 sleepaway camps in the United States.  

12) Camp Awosting-A sleepaway camp for boys in Morris, 

CT  

13) High Meadows Day Campï In North Granby.  

14) Maritime Aquarium Summer Campï  

In Norwalk. 

15) Renbrook School Summer Adventures in West Hartford 

16) The Summer Place at University of Hartford in Hartford 

17) Talcott Mountain Science Center in Avon  

 

For a complete list of summer camps across the state, visit here.  

http://campkesem.org/
https://www.chinqueka.com/
https://campcourant.org/
http://camphazenymca.org/
https://www.windingtrails.org/camp/
https://www.kingswoodoxford.org/page/summer-camp-2018
https://www.kingswoodoxford.org/page
http://www.ctbballacademy.com/
https://www.campwoodstock.org/
https://campjewell.org/
http://campmohawk.org/
https://greenwoodtrails.com/
https://www.awosting.com/
http://www.highmeadowdaycamp.com/Home
https://www.maritimeaquarium.org/summer-camp
https://www.renbrook.org/page/student-life/renbrook-school-summer-adventure
http://www.summerplaceprograms.com/
http://www.hartford.edu/
http://www.tmsc.org/summer
http://www.kids.ct.gov/kids/cwp/view.asp?q=437286
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FUN SUMMER ACTIVITIES  

Attend the Taste of Caribbean and Jerk Festival on August 4, 2018 in Hartford. 

Attend a farm dinner at Dondero Orchards in South Glastonbury.  

Spend the day tubing down the Farmington River.   

Attend the Odyssey Greek Festival at Saint Barbara in Orange, CT  

Attend the Norwalk Oyster Festival in Norwalk, CT 

Attend the Connecticut Renaissance Faire in Lebanon, CT  

Attend Sailfest from July 13-July 15 in New London, CT 

Attend the Elm City Shakespeare Companyôs Shakespeare in the Park in New Haven 

Attend the Potato and Corn Festival in North Branford  

Attend the Litchfield Jazz Festival on July 28 and 29th in Litchfield  

 

 

http://www.tastect.org/
http://www.donderoorchards.com/
http://www.farmingtonrivertubing.com/
http://www.saintbarbara.org/our_parish/odyssey_festival/
https://seaport.org/Oyster-Festival/
http://ctfaire.com/
http://sailfest.org/
https://www.elmshakespeare.org/shakespeare-in-the-park/
http://www.nbpotatofest.com/
https://litchfieldjazzfest.com/
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MORE FUN THINGS TO DO THIS SUMMER 

 

Attend the Capital Classics Theater Companyôs Shakespeare under the Stars at  

University of Saint Joseph.  

Head to the Beach 

Visit the new Urban Air Adventure Park in Orange, CT. 

Visit Black Hall Outfittersï One of the top destinations in the Northeast for paddle sports, fishing, and out-

door marine recreation. They offer sales, rentals, lessons and outings for kayaking, kayak fishing and Stand 

Up Paddle boarding.  

Visit Project Oceanologyôs Enviro-Lab research vessel, get your hands wet by pulling trawl lines and han-

dling marine animals in an unparalleled learning experience of hands-on, brains-on marine science.  

Pay a visit to the Connecticut Open-the 2018 tournament will feature some of the top womenôs players in 

the world, including world #8, Petra Kvitova.  

Visit the New England Air Museum.  

Visit Connecticutôs Beardsley Zoo.  

 

 

REMINDER!!!  

Beginning in 2018, Connecticut  

residents will no longer be required 

to pay a parking fee at CT State 

Parks and Forest recreation areas.  

Therefor, the DEEP no longer sells 

season park passes for registered CT vehicles.  

https://www.capitalclassics.org/
https://www.usj.edu/
http://www.visitconnecticut.com/state/beaches/
https://www.urbanairtrampolinepark.com/
http://blackhalloutfitters.com/
http://www.oceanology.org/
http://www.ctopen.org/
http://petrakvitova.net/
http://www.neam.org/
http://www.beardsleyzoo.org/
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2716&q=325086&deepNav_GID=1650
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2716&q=325086&deepNav_GID=1650
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NINE APPS PARENTS SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 

 

YOU CAN VISIT THE BELOW LINKS FOR RESOURCES ON 

HOW TO PROTECT YOUR CHILD ONLINE:  

 

 

https://www.netsmartz.org/Home 

https://www.internetmatters.org/ 
 

 

Link courtesy of Polk County Sherriffôs office.  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.netsmartz.org%2FHome&h=ATOlRUJ7JE-lMU-90Nsxx76-XcDiRRHWP3o5ChBJIAvmoOx1nH7b3PHSQwojjVN-wlTky8co4yhkM8_T0Uu6I6d43q5eCWqQvDYQPpvnnfbcI_rZjwEVuzl1KC7uvTsgkYaZkJU2SdNhiOmdK0GTTg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.internetmatters.org%2F&h=ATMOoSltBvwVcHcFIiOnxCsPPl9KCbknh2m5x7dDd7l27EjywP2wphizuvuCfDHXoY7agWumCt72UM7RVApxAG2knQet0q1LE53GhbUk3yXD3hsaQFjRaruwD6J4V8jyMMGJRzZ4r0DN6C1y8R-3CQ
https://www.polksheriff.org/
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PREPARING FOR COLLEGE 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more youth resources and college scholarship information, please click here.  

https://cafafct.org/youth-resources-college-scholarship-information/
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HELPFUL RESOURCES 

Resources for Preparing for College  

College Board 

FAFSA 

The Common Application 

FastWeb 

Aging out of Foster Care 

15 Ways to help youth who age out of foster care  

4 Doôs and donôts when aging out of foster care  

Scholarships 

Horatio Alger Association 

International Student Foundation 

Foster Care to Success 

Lifetime Adoption Foundation 

Stewardship Foundation    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


