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State Legislature 

The CT State Legislature opened the 2017 session on January 4th.  All potential bills 

have now been filed and referred to committees. 

To read these proposed bills, you may go to www.cga.ct.gov.  

 

New bills of interest:  

Proposed bill S.B.637 and H.B.6517“An Act Establishing a Child Welfare Oversight 

Council.” The Senate bill has been referred to the Children’s Committee; the House 

bill has been referred to the Appropriations Committee. This would establish an 

oversight Council for all agencies working with children, including DCF, DDS and DSS.  

S.B.637 was one of the bills presented at the public hearing of the Children’s 

Committee on February 7, 2017. Several people testified including the Director of 

the Commission on Women, Children and the Aging. It was emphasized that a child 

welfare oversight council would oversee the Department of Children and Families as 

well as the Department of Social Services and the Department of Developmental 

Services, all of whom serve children. The Director hoped this would improve services 

as well as end the silos so that families needing services from more than one agency 

could have one intake process. The Children’s Committee voted on 2/14/17 to raise 

this bill, which means that the bill will move forward to the Senate.   

http://www.cga.ct.gov/


Proposed bill, HB6297, “An Act Concerning Voluntary Placement in the Custody of 

the Department of Children and Families and Parental Rights” has been referred to 

the Committee on Children. This bill will protect parental rights when a child is 

voluntarily placed in out-of-home care for the purposes of obtaining treatment for 

a mental health issue or developmental disability. Three more bills have been 

presented with similar purpose: HB 6892, HB 6893 and HB 6894.  HB 6892, “An Act 

Concerning Families with Specialized Needs” would better serve families with a new 

petition process.    HB 6893, “An Act Concerning a Shared Custody Arrangement 

between the State and Parent of a Child with Special Needs” will establish a 

temporary shared custody arrangement between the State and the parent while the 

child receives services.  And HB 6894, “An Act Concerning the Care and Custody of 

a Child with Special Needs” would ensure that the parents of a child with specialized 

needs are allowed to retain custody of such child while obtaining the services the 

child needs. All three of these bills have been referred to the Judiciary Committee.  

HB6297 was also included in the Children’s Committee hearing on February 7th. 

Many individuals testified on this issue, and a family who was affected was very well-

received by the committee. The other three bills have been combined into this bill. 

The Children’s Committee voted on 2/14/17 to raise the bill, H.B.6297, which means 

that the bill will move forward to the House.  

Four bills to allow adult adopted persons to access their original birth certificates are 

being proposed for this legislative session. SB 556 and HB 6490, “An Act Concerning 

Adult Adopted Person’s Access to an Uncertified Copy of His or Her Original Birth 

Certificate” is the title of both bills and they had been referred to the Committee on 

Public Health. Two House bills with this same title, HB 6299 and HB6524, were 

referred to the Children’s Committee. All four bills have now been referred to the 

Public Health Committee. All of these bills would amend the Public Act 14-133 which 

became effective in July 2015 giving access to original birth certificates to adult 

adopted persons adopted after October 1, 1983. The new bills will include access to 

birth certificates to adult adopted persons over age eighteen no matter when they 

were adopted. 

SB 556 has been combined with the other three bills and has been referred to the 

Judiciary Committee. That committee deadline to decide upon bills was 2/15/16. 

The Judiciary Committee decided not to raise any of the bills referred from other 

committees. The bill will not move forward.  



S.B. 397, “An Act Establishing an Independent Department of Children and Families 

Ombudsman,” was reviewed at the Children’s Committee hearing on 2/7/17. The 

Committee voted on 2/14/17 to raise the bill, which means that it will move forward 

to the Senate.  

H.B.6099, “An Act Concerning the Operation of Group Homes Maintained by the 

Department of Children and Families,” was discussed at the Children’s Committee 

hearing on 2/7/17. The Children’s Committee voted on 2/14/17 to raise the bill, 

which means that it will move forward to the House.  

S.B. 769, “An Act Concerning Concussions and Youth Athletic Conducted on Public 

Athletic Fields” has been raised and is scheduled for a hearing on 2/16/17. This 

would require coaches to get parental consent to remove youth showing signs of a 

concussion.  

  

 

Public Hearings 

A hearing was held on February 7th on S.B. 637 and H.B 6297 with the Children’s 

Committee. Testimony favorable to the bill seemed to be well-received by the 

committee.  The Children’s Committee voted on 2/14/17 to move these bills forward 

to the Senate and the House.  

Hearings scheduled for February 9th were cancelled due to the blizzard.   

Other hearings will be held through the next few weeks to consider bills and 

gradually, committees will vote on which bills will proceed.  

Federal Congress  

Most work in Congress has concentrated on committee meetings to confirm the 

Cabinet nominations of the new administration. Most Cabinet members have been 

confirmed.  Representative Tom Price (R-Georgia) has been confirmed as Health and 

Human Services Secretary. This agency oversees and controls federal programs and 

funds for foster care and adoption services. Stay tuned!          


